Against fascism and racism — January 2000 No 295 £2.50 | 


INTERNATIONAL 


analyses the rise 
of women in fascist organisations across 
Europe from the early 1920s to the 
present, with examples from Germany, 
Italy and France. Unusually, however, the 
author gives special attention to British 
fascism and in doing so he offers 
valuable new perspectives on fascist 
attitudes to women as both voters and 
members, and highlights women’s 
relationship to fascist policies on the 
birth rate, abortion and eugenics. 


MARTIN DURHAM is Senior Lecturer in 
politics at the University of 
Wolverhampton. He has published 
extensively on right-wing politics in 
Europe and the USA. 


£16.99 
ISBN 0-415-12280-5 


Martin Durham 


Get your union branch to become a 


Get a copy of Searchlight magazine evé 
month with up-to-date information on rac 
and fascist activity in Britain and abroa 

Get copies of TUFS newsletter 

Special union rates on training, 4 
educational materials and publications — 

Every affiliate gets a copy of Searchlig 
Education Trust’s acclaimed handbook — 
When Hate Comes to Town , 


Searchlight the international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


We enter the new millennium with fascist terror contin- 
uing. In this month’s magazine we report on two British 
fascists who have both recently been jailed for carrying 
out separate campaigns of violence. In one instance a 
BNP supporter was sentenced to 12 years’ imprison- 
ment for firebombing an Asian shop in Chichester, 
Sussex. Another long-time nazi, well known to 
Searchlight, was sentenced to nine years’ jail for the pos- 
session of explosive devices, racially inflammatory 
material and offensive weapons. This particular nazi 
was planning to disrupt the rail service by blowing up 
the tracks. He was arrested the day before the Soho 
bombing but the authorities chose to keep the public in 
the dark until it had to come out during the trial. In both 
cases when police searched the culprits’ homes they 
found pictures of Adolf Hitler and material from today’s 
nazi organisations. 


The Italian fascists who waged a campaign of tension 
and terror in their own country before finding refuge in 
Britain continue to organise. The political and financial 
empires of the founding fathers of the Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR), who now run the 
International Third Position (ITP) and Forza Nuova 
(FN), are top of Searchlight’s list of enemy targets. The 
NAR played a violent role in the strategy of tension and 
terror in Italy that left 86 dead at Bologna railway station 
in 1982 and dozens of others maimed and killed across 
the country. The extent of the cooperation between 
Roberto Fiore and Massimo Morsello, and sections of 
the Italian intelligence service, SISME, and MIE6 is yet to 
be fully unravelled. While Fiore once again faces the 
courts in Italy for organising and financing violence, we 
have yet to see justice done here. Of all the extra-parlia- 
mentary far-right extremists across Europe, it is the 
political soldiers of the FN and ITP that now pose the 
greatest danger . 


The recent protests against the World Trade 
Organisation in Seattle show that the struggle against 
“globalisation” does not have to be the property of the 
Buchananite right and their ilk abroad. As Leonard 
Zeskind points out (page 34) a battle looms between an 
internationalist left and a nationalist right for hegemony 
over the issue. We start the new year facing new battles 
with old enemies: with our friends, both old and new, we 
continue our commitment to fight racism and fascism | 
in whatever future guises they may come. 
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William Pierce, leader of the 
National Alliance and arguably 
America’s leading nazi, has 
begun to move into the highly 
lucrative music business. 
Earlier this year Pierce’s 
National Alliance operation 
bought Resistance Records and 
now, Searchlight can reveal, he 
has purchased stock and band 
contracts from the Swedish 
music operation, Nordland. It is 
a move fuelled by money, 
recruits and influence report 
Nick Lowies and Devin Burghart 


= 


Mar, 


6 "RE LIVING in an alienated era. 
Wexessnin around us is unnatural and 
alienating: our lives and working environ- 
ment, with its government enforced ‘diversity’; our 
schools, our cities, the multicultural ‘entertainment’ 
being churned out for us in Hollywood and New York; 
and especially the god-awful, non-White ‘music’ being 
promoted by the mainstream music industry. All of 
these alienating influences cut us off from our roots, 
they poison our souls, and they cause anger to build up 
inside us.” 

So wrote William Pierce, author of the infamous 
Turner Diaries, in the relaunched Resistance magazine. 
He was explaining to readers why he had decided to buy 
the music operation originally established by George 
Bundi, better known as Eric Hawthorne. “In many of our 
people that anger has nowhere to go, no direction,” he 
added. “All too often we turn it against ourselves, and it 
leads to self-destructive behaviour. We need to give a 
proper direction to that anger. We need to give it a con- 
structive outlet.” It is through this music operation that 
Pierce and his National Alliance (NA) hope to dominate 
the extreme end of the US white supremacist movement 
in the new millennium. 

Burdi and Mark Wilson, a fellow Church of the Creator 
supporter, set up Resistance Records in 1994. At its peak 
it boasted 15,000 readers and CD sales worth several 
hundred thousand dollars. The magazine ran to almost 
60 pages, several in colour. The CD arm of the business 
was linked to virtually all the major US nazi bands of the 
time. According to the Southern Poverty Law Center 
(SPLC), Resistance was selling an estimated 50,000 CDs 
a year, and grossing $10,000 (£6,200) a month. 
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The success was not to last. In 1997, a combination of 
Canada’s race hate laws, Michigan's tax authorities and 
an outstanding conviction for assaulting an anti-racist 
woman brought Burdi and Resistance Records down. 
Facing prison, Burdi dropped out of the movement. 
Initially Resistance was kept going by Eric Davidson and 
Jason Snow, but their tenure proved to be short-lived. 

Burdi was eventually bailed out of his financial mess 
by Willis Carto of Liberty Lobby fame, who ran the com- 
pany through California-based Ashley and Judy Brown. 
“Carto paid their bills through a shell company, 
Imperium, Inc.” says the SPLC. Managing the show was 
Todd Blodgett, a former Reagan White House staffer. 

With Carto embroiled in his own battles to retain con- 
trol of the Institute for Historical Review (IHR), 
Resistance proved an adventure too far. After a court rul- 
ing that gave control of the IHR to his rivals Mark Weber 
and Greg Raven, Carto was forced to declare bankruptcy. 

With Carto otherwise occupied, Pierce lost no time in 
concluding a deal with Blodgett and Snow. Last Spring 
he paid $100,000 for Resistance Records with the 
promise of further investment in the company and the 
relaunch of Resistance magazine. On 26 April 1999, 
Resistance Records LLC was incorporated in the District 
of Columbia. The names on the paperwork were Pierce 
and Blodgett. 


A new genre of music 

There are obvious attractions for Pierce in buying up 
Resistance. According to one recent National Alliance 
members’ bulletin, he estimates that sales will top 
70,000 CDs next year alone, grossing as much as 
$700,000. 

However, there are other, equally important reasons 
for Pierce besides the vast profits that will undoubtedly 
accompany the purchase. “As resistance gains strength’, 
Pierce wrote in an earlier bulletin, “that acquisition 
should add an increasing number of younger members, 
in the 18-25 age range, to our ranks.” 

But his recruits will not just be drawn from the skin- 
head arena. He plans to expand the Resistance opera- 
tion, moving into new genre of music. “The resurrected 
company will handle a much broader spectrum of White 
resistance music, including genres such as Gothic and 
black metal,” wrote Pierce in another NA Bulletin. “Some 
of this, especially that produced by musicians in Europe, 
has a Pagan or anti-Judeo-Christian theme. Some is 
nihilistic. Some of the themes of this White resistance 
music will be offensive to some members. Aside from 
the lyrics, the music itself will not appeal to many mem- 
bers. It is the type of music, however, which millions of 
White Americans are accustomed to.” 

Pierce has realised the huge potential that exists out- 
side the skinhead scene. While some far-right groups 
and activists have been moving into the black metal 
scene in recent years, few have done it in the coordinat- 
ed fashion being proposed by the NA leader. 

A less significant factor in Pierce's purchase of 
Resistance, but not one that can be dismissed complete- 
ly, is the increased influence he will gain internationally. 
At its peak in 1996, Resistance Records was by far the 
most prominent white power publication of its kind in 
the world. While this may be a less important advantage 
domestically, the impact a resurgent Resistance will have 
across Europe will not be lost on a man who believes in 
“Aryan internationalism’. In recent years Pierce has vis- 
ited Britain, Germany, Greece and Hungary. His book, 
The Turner Diaries, is now available in several other 
European languages including French and Swedish, and 
his close aides have recently been establishing NA links 
in Russia. 


Gobbling up the Swedes 

In November, Pierce expanded his music empire still 
further by finalising a deal with the Swedish operation, 
Nordland. This deal, conducted while Pierce was attend- 


ing the annual conference of the German nazi group the 
NPD, saw him take control of Nordland’s stock and US 
band contracts. While this deal will again be used large- 
ly to boost his US operation, it signals his intent to dom- 
inate the white power music scene internationally. 

The deal cost Pierce a further $50,000. Interestingly, 
the deal was done in the company of Jens Pusche, an 
NPD youth leader and publisher of the Pusche Liste, one 
of Germany’s leading CD distributors. 

Like Resistance, Nordland has seen better days. Once 
the leading white power music operation in 
Scandinavia, Nordland has since lost ground to the 
NS88/Ragnarock Records axis run by Eric Bliicher and 
Marcel Schilf. More importantly it has lost out political- 
ly to the Combat 18/Blood and Honour group. 

In 1996 the white power music scene tore itself apart 
as the C18 axis declared war on the Resistance/ Nordland 
front. The fight spilled over into the pages of the respec- 
tive publications and in two instances British C18 sup- 
porters tried to attack a Nordland activist in 
Gothenburg. On the first occasion, in October 1995, ten 
C18 supporters were arrested in Norway and later 
deported, while a year later, C18 leader Will Browning 
tried to pursuade the Danish C18 terrorist, Thomas 
Nakaba, to accompany him on an assassination 
attempt. The climate of fear, infighting and suspicion 
severely weakened the white power music scene in 
Northern Europe. 

It is unlikely that Pierce’s Resistance will become 
embroiled in any similar feuding. Few of the past partic- 
ipants have the stomach for another fight, to say nothing 
of their disinclination to take on Pierce. 

What impact a resurgent Resistance will have on the 
music scene in Britain remains to be seen. With the 
American Friends of the British National Party organiser 
Mark Cotterill working hand in glove with the Pierce 
operation and Glasgow activist Steve Cartwright writing 
an article in the new Resistance, the British National 
Party could be expected to be a big sponsor of the oper- 
ation. However, it may not want to be associated too 
publicly with such an open nazi as Pierce as it strives for 
greater respectability. 

Pierce is gambling considerable money, time and 
political prestige into the Resistance operation. However 
he is aware of the potential benefits that will come his 
way if he succeeds. He may be personally horrified by 
the type of music Resistance will produce, but having 
already gained the backing of most leading US white 
power bands and the Texan-based Hammerskin Nation, 
he can see a winning formula ahead of him. 


The new 
issue of 
Resistance 
magazine 


5 Searchlight January 2000 


William 
Pierce joins 
BNP leaders 
at their 1995 
annual rally 
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WILLIAM PIERCE, one of the world’s foremost 
nazis, has addressed the British National Party’s 
US support and fundraising group, the American 
Friends of the BNP, Searchlight can reveal. 

In a move that once again underlines the true 
leanings of the “reformed” BNP, the leader of the 
National Alliance, one of the most hardline nazi 
groups in the US, spoke to over 80 British ex-pats 
and American supporters of the BNP in Arlington, 
Virginia last August. 

The event was organised by Mark Cotterill, who 
set up the AFBNP in January 1999 in order to 
solicit funds for the BNP in the USA, following the 
lead of US groups that have successfully raised 
money for Irish republicanism. Cotterill, a former 
BNP southwest regional organiser, now lives in the 
USA. 

According to Cotterill: “The pitch is mainly 
racial ... This is just the start; the potential in 
America is huge.” 

The American sub-group of the BNP clearly has 
no qualms about inviting some of the world’s most 
notorious nazis to address its meetings. Previous 
guests and speakers have included Don Black, 
host of the world’s largest neo-nazi Internet site; 
Vincent Edwards, campaign manager for the for- 
mer Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke; and various 
members of the National Alliance. But Pierce, the 
author of the infamous Turner Diaries, the bible of 
the far right that inspired the Oklahoma bombing, 
is the most notable and hardline speaker on the 
AFBNP’s guest list so far. 

Pierce told the audience about his trip to Britain 
in 1995, when he addressed a BNP rally in London, 
a journey Cotterill described as “his first trip back 
to the land of his ancestors”. 


When comparing the “old country” with the US, 
Pierce was quick to point out that in America, 
“nationalists enjoy a lot more ‘freedom’ to publish 
literature, speak out against the multiracial night- 
mare, and hold public meetings”. 

In England, he added, “public meetings are a 
thing of the past for nationalists, as they are’ 
nearly always banned, and in the rare cases that 
they are not, they are nearly always met with 
fierce and often violent opposition from anti-free- 
dom groups [communists and socialists]”. 

Pierce’s speech was followed by the fundraising 
pitch, the proceeds of which were split between 
the AFBNP, the National Alliance and the American 
Nationalist Union. Such donations to the BNP in 
Britain could fall foul of any new laws based on 
the recommendations of the Neill report on for- 
eign funding of British political parties. The 
fundraising exercise also proves just how close 
the unity between the BNP and hardline nazi 
groups really is. 

Pierce, founder of the nazi bookselling operation 
National Vanguard Books, has had a long relation- 
ship with the BNP and has regularly written in the 
party’s monthly magazine Spearhead. His speech 
to a BNP rally in a pub in London’s East End in 
1995 was most notable for the interruptions by a 
number of members of the audience, who had 
spent most of the day propping up the bar. 

That the American Friends of the BNP has con- 
tinued to foster a close alliance with Pierce, 
arguably the world’s most dangerous nazi, high- 
lights the fact that the BNP has not moved very 
far from the nazi ideology it claims to have 
renounced. 
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THE NEW British National Party leadership seems determined to 
rewrite its own past and remove any mention of its founder and long- 
time leader. Since losing the leadership contest to Nick Griffin, 
Tyndall has become increasingly marginalised, and if the new boss 
had his way, would be forgotten altogether. 

Since being elected, Griffin has embarked on a “listening” tour, 
meeting party activists in a series of “brainstorming” meetings across 
the country. While publicly he is keen to harness new talent and ideas 
from the membership, the real purpose of his tour is to assert his 
authority and win over doubters. 

Some old BNP hands who chose to give Griffin a chance now see 
his flip chart exercises as little different from attending a New Labour, 


Lib Dem or Tory party meeting. & 
In the immediate aftermath of the leadership election, Griffin and 

his co-conspirators, Mike Newland and Tony Lecomber, publicly 

promised to heal the rifts within the party. However, the opposite has 


occurred. Tyndall is no longer invited to speak at branch meetings, 


party members are encouraged not to write for his publication, : 
Spearhead, the magazine itself is no longer included in packs 

distributed to enquirers and pressure is being put on organisers to 

stop selling it to their members. 


Even a cursory glance at the BNP website, revamped since Griffin’s 
victory, reveals how the former leader is becoming surplus to 
requirements. Spearhead is no longer advertised and Tyndall’s articles 
are few and far between. 

Last summer Searchlight reported on the a plan by the BNP in the 
West Country to launch a new publishing company, The Right Image, 
which would produce a new monthly magazine. Now that Griffin has 
taken over the party, this publication will become the new BNP house 
magazine, getting priority over Spearhead — although there is little 
hope for this new venture when Lecomber and Griffin cannot even 
organise the distribution of current publications such as British 
Nationalist and are billing branches for material they have not seen. 

“The new leadership are hoping that Tyndall becomes so ary, 
marginalised that he will soon call it a day,” one BNP organiser told ~*.' 
Searchlight. “The same goes for his few supporters around the. ° 
country.” As Searchlight has previously reported, Richard Edmonds, 
Ian Dell, John Morse, Iain Wilson and Keith Axon have all resigned 
their party positions. 

The new leaders are also furious about Tyndall’s refusal to hand 
over the party financial records. Searchlight has learnt that Tyndall 
emptied the BNP bank accounts in the months leading up to his 
defeat. In one instance, £10,000 was withdrawn in cash from the 
party’s account. _ a tate 

Despite repeated promises to take legal action against Tyndall and 
Edmonds, who is withholding the British Nationalist accounts from 
Lecomber, Griffin et al have decided against doing so. They are afraid 
it would open the party to financial, and possibly legal, investigation 
and expose irregularities and illegal payments that implicate:the 
current leadership in benefit fraud. Lecomber appears.to have most 
to lose by any such investigation. i 

After being ousted as leader, Tyndall promised to put the BNP first 
and work under Griffin. This policy, followed for a little over a month, 
now appears under strain amid the character assassination being 
conducted by the new leadership. 

The December issue of Spearhead points at a break in the ceasefire. 
Reporting the new leadership's decision not to hold an annual rally 
this autumn because of insufficient time and inappropriate timing, 
Tyndall responds: “We refuted this by saying that the 1998 rally had 
been organised at no greater notice.” ; 

Challenging the leadership view that the autumn is the wrong time 
of year for a rally, Tyndall continues: “This is a surprise to us in view of 
the success of recent rallies at that time of the year.” 

This is the first sign that Tyndall’s patience with Griffin is running 
thin. With the pressure on branch organisers not to take Spearhead, 
Tyndall is facing growing financial problems. The recently launched 
Friends of Spearhead is an acknowledgement of that. The appeal for 
BNP news reports is further evidence that Griffin is squeezing Tyndall 
out of everyday contact with regional and branch organisers. 

It seems that Tyndall’s patience may well snap. While he has com- 
mitted his support to the BNP, further isolation and humiliation could 
make him reconsider. With 38% of the party vote in the leadership — : 
elections, Tyndall is not without support. Increasingly it appears that “* 
he is forming a faction within the party, highly critical of the new lead- 
ership. The question is, does he still have the fight in him to halt his 
removal from the party’s memory? : fer 
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by Nick Lowles 
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A Fiore (left) 
returns to 
Rome to be 
met by (left to 
right) Stefano 
Fiore, his 
lawyer 
brother; 
Massimo 
Morsello, his 
partner in 
crime and 
business; 
Combat 18’s 
Italian link 
man Giuliano 
Castellino; 
and Bianco 
Franceso, an 
NAR activist. 
A Searchlight 
exclusive 
photograph 


A BOMB exploded at the headquarters of Roberto 
Fiore’s Forza Nuova (FN) in Via Marcantonio Colonna 
in Rome on 5 December, causing a some damage. 

The motive for the bombing was unclear and led 
to considerable speculation. It followed a series of 
bombs and a political assassination since last May. 
One theory is that the bomb was self-inflicted to 
draw attention away from the activities of the FN’s 
own militants. 

Others believe that the bombing was carried out 
by Fiore’s opponents in the far right. Fiore has 
enjoyed a high media profile lately. Two days before 
the bomb he was featured in the magazine 
D’Expresso and a long television interview with him 
was broadcast the same week. This has angered 
many on the far right, who still resent his desertion 
of them when they were under pressure after the 
1980 Bologna bombing. Whatever the reason for 
the bombing, it will keep him in the news as he 
builds up his profile in Italian politics. 

The following day, ten men armed with assault 
rifles and grenades robbed two armoured vehicles 
of £600,000 in a military-style attack, which resem- 
bled similar attacks by the extreme right from the 
late 1970s to the 1990s. Three security guards 
were killed. 

Two bombs in Rome in late November had a clear 
antisemitic motive. The first, a pipe bomb, damaged 
the front of the Museum of the Liberation in the Via 
Tasso, a traditional target of postwar fascist ter- 
rorists.. 

During the war the building housed the SS interro- 
gation centre, which at one stage was run by 
Captain Erich Priebke, a big hero of Roberto Fiore’s 
fascist Forza Nuova party. Extradited from his 
Argentinian bolthole only in 1996, Priebke is now 
serving a prison sentence in Italy for his war crimes. 


Responsibility for the bomb was claimed by a 
group calling itself the Movimento Anti-sionista. 
Anti-Jewish material was found at the site, including 
claims that Italy was run by ZOG, the so-called 
“Zionist Occupation Government”, a term commonly 
used by nazis and antisemites. 

A second bomb was defused before it went off. It 
had been placed at a cinema that was showing a 
film about Adolf Eichmann and was about to be 
attended by the Israeli ambassador. 

Previous bombs in Milan have been claimed by 
non-existent left-wing groups, in a nazi attempt to 
build a smoke screen. The murder of a 51-year-old 
government adviser, Dr Massimo D’Antona, in Rome 
last May was also claimed by a nonexistent group on 
the left. Now, however, the fascists have torn off the 
mask. It is becoming harder for FN activists to hide. 

Their support for Priebke and their anti-ZOG 
statements are long and vocal and appear in their 
papers, on their web sites and in material put out 
by their international link groups, such as the 
British-based International Third Position. 

The growing number of attacks on Italy’s small 
and well integrated Jewish community coincides 
with the return of the FN’s chief henchmen to Italy. 

The Jewish community is being assisted by old 
partisan organisations in training and deploying 
young people in a community defence role. 

Resistance to the fascists is not confined to the 
Jewish community. In late November hundreds of 
football players in the main Italian league took to 
the pitch wearing shirts with slogans attacking 
racism and fascism. Two fascists who tried to 
attack players at one game were arrested but only 
after two policemen were injured. The FN’s anti- 
Jewish outrages have become a regular element at 
major matches across the country. 
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British safe 
haven for 
Italian 
fascists 


HE PRESENCE of several wanted fascist killers in 
"Tiencon highlights the scandal that far right 

criminals have found safe housing in this 
country for nearly four decades. 

The international extreme right has longstanding 
connections in Britain. In the 1960s the Algerian 
terrorist George Parisy was captured in bed with a 
leading male activist from Oswald Mosley’s Union 
Movement at a west London hotel. Parisy was one of 
the OAS assassins who plotted to kill the French 
President, General de Gaulle, after he ended white 
colonial rule in Algeria. Parisy was caught in a joint 
operation by anti-fascists and Special Branch officers, 
gun in hand and with a number of false passports. He 
was deported. 

James Earl Ray, convicted of killing US civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King, came to London looking 
for shelter through a far-right network that included 
people who are still active in far-right politics. 

But it is the Italian connection that has been 
strongest. Sandro Saccucci, an Italian fascist MP, fled 
to Britain in the 1970s and was sheltered by 
members of the Conservative Monday Club after he 
had killed a young communist. When the Italian 
Parliament voted to lift his parliamentary immunity, 
he was ordered to leave Britain. He disappeared into 
a exile in Spain. 

Since 1981, Roberto Fiore, Massimo Morsello and 
many of their activists from the Armed Revolutionary 
Nuclei (NAR) have found shelter in Britain, including 
Luciano Petrone, responsible for killing two police 
officers near Rome and robbing a Spanish bank vault 
of an estimated £10 million. 

This early group of terrorists included other men 
and women who had robbed banks, stolen arms and 
killed members of specialist police squads such as 
DIGOS, the Italian anti-terrorist police. They had also 
shot and bombed examining magistrates 
investigating fascist terror and its links with far-right 
elements of the Italian intelligence service, SISME, 
during the years of ‘the strategy of tension.’ 

Other fascist killers and rapists joined them later. 
In the mid 1970s the Circeo case, a crime on a par 
with the Charles Manson killings in the USA, rocked 
Italian society. Three fascists had raped, tortured and 
killed one young woman and left a second for dead at 
a luxury seaside villa in an exclusive area near Rome. 

One of the fascists fled to Britain and then to North 
and South America, another was jailed and a third, 
Andrea Ghira, escaped to Britain to be sheltered by 
some of his far-right friends here. Ghira, now 46, also 
uses the aliases Mirko Elis and Sergio Barzanelli. 
According to police sources he may have changed his 
appearance several times. 


SCHEDA BIOGRAFICA: 
[Cognome: GHIRA a 
iNome: Andrea o | 


Alias: ELIS Mirko 
BARZANELLI Sergio. 
Patemnita: Aldo 
Maternita: ANGELINI ROTA Maria Cecilia 


Luogo di nascita: Roma 
Data di nascita: 21.09.1953 
Stato civile: celibe 


Figli: sconoscesi 


Connotati: 


Altezza: 182cm. 


Corporatura: medio regolare 
Viso: ovale 


Pigmento: bruno 


Naso: rettilineo intermedio 


Orecchie: ovali 


Italian police photographs of the two wanted killers. Andrea Ghira showing him as he 


looked 20 years ago and how he might look today and Antonio D’Inzillo. 


Fotografia in piedi) 
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Ghira remains in Britain and frequents luxurious 
London addresses. Fascist fugitives such as this killer- 
rapist never appear to be short of money or 
protection. An Interpol warrant is in existence for this 
monster. 

Another Italian apparently free to come and go is 
Antonio D’Inzillo. He was involved in another death 
of a young Italian woman at end of the 1980s and, like 
the others, has a long fascist pedigree. He committed 
his first known killing at the age of 16 when, as part of 
a fascist hit squad, he gunned down an innocent man 
mistaking him for their real target, an Italian lawyer 
who had defended left-wingers in the courts. 

He was on police bail for another crime when the 
young woman met her death. A police raid on his 
home before the killing found arms, false papers and 
a police uniform, giving rise to speculation that he 
may have been part of a long-term far-right hit 
squad. He is also being sought for holdups and armed 
robbery. 

D’Inzillo, now 33, is believed either to pass through 
London regularly or to live here, despite the fact that 
an Interpol warrant for his arrest has existed since 10 
May 1996. When approached by the Mail on Sunday, 
the British section of Interpol denied any knowledge 
of this warrant. 

Vittorio Spadaveccia, who is wanted in Italy for the 
murder of a police officer and a bank robbery, has 
been remanded on more lenient bail conditions than 
before until early in March when a full extradition 
hearing will take place at Bow Street magistrates 
court in London. Despite pleas that he is in poor 
health, he appeared perky enough when he bounded 
up the road after his last court attendance, only to be 
caught exclusively on camera by a Searchlight 
photographer. 

In the meantime he, his partner Tamara Pollock 
and another wanted terrorist, Stefano Tiraboschi, are 
free to go on making a fortune as part of the property 
and catering empire built up by on-the-run fascist 
terrorists in London since the mid-1980s. 

According to Interpol sources, 17 of the 19 leading 
NAR activists who fled Italy in 1981-82 are living 
permanently in Britain or have passed through or 
made extended visits. Ghira and D’Inzillo are among 
those who arrived later. 

Spadaveccia’s arrest appears to be the result of 
successful cooperation between DIGOS’s 
international arm, UCIGOS, and Britain’s Special 
Branch and Anti-Terrorist Squad. A second man, 
Paulo Migliorelli, was snatched in London last year. 

However, it is unclear whether the British police are 
aware of another group of far-right terrorists with 
links to the International Third Position who have 
become regular visitors to this country since the mid- 
1990s. These terrorists are not Italians but come from 
the armed wing of Norway’s new nazis. Their ITP 
links have developed through the Norwegians’ visits 
to Britain and they have apparently been attempting 
to set up a similar group in Norway. 

They are the notorious Norwegian nazi leader 
Johnny Olsen and his two gun-toting comrades, 
Daniel De Linde and Terje “Psycho” Sjolie. All have 
convictions for firearms offences in Norway. As 
Norway is not part of the European Union, the British 
authorities should have little difficulty in deporting 
them. Their convictions should make it a foregone 
conclusion. 

The fact that action against foreign terrorists and 
their political and business activities in Britain 
remains sporadic may be the result of Fiore’s 
continuing relationship with MI6. As long as these 
terrorists are allowed to continue their activities 
unhindered they will represent a threat to democracy 
across Europe. 


Fascist Fiore 
battles on 


international political, business and criminal 

activities of the Italian terrorists Roberto Fiore and 
his terminally ill business partner and comrade in arms, 
Massimo Morsello, have not so far dented the fascist 
pair's determination to expand their operations. 

They are not averse to throwing good money after 
bad. Last month Searchlight revealed that they had 
bought up a derelict village in Spain in which they were 
intending to set up a political commune, using funds 
from their businesses and the phoney British charities. 
Records in Spain showed that the £12,000 Fiore and 
Morsello paid for the land in Los Pedriches, 90 km from 
Valencia, was drawn on a Barclays bank account in 
London and passed via their Spanish lawyer Fernando 
Pazos. Their earlier, much grander scheme for a com- 
mune cum fascist holiday resort collapsed two years 
ago. 

Only one building at the new site is nearing comple- 
tion, and that may have to be pulled down because the 
fascists omitted to apply for planning permission. As the 
builders indulged their passion for active politics by 
smashing the windows of the local socialist Town Hall, 
they are unlikely to be granted any future approval. 

One of those who travelled from Britain to help devel- 
op the Fiore indoctrination centre was Chris Marchant, 
a convicted fascist thug and National Front (NF) officer 
during the party’s “political soldier” days. 

A former squaddie, Marchant was sent to the USA in 
the late 1980s to make 
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contact with black ultra-nationalists. In 1991 Marchant 
turned up with his close associate Nick Griffin, now boss 
of the British National Party, to provide security for 
David Irving's international Holocaust denial gathering 
in London. The meeting ended with the arrest and 
deportation of Irving’s main speaker, Fred Leuchter, who 
had entered Britain illegally. The audience fled into the 
night. 

Another former “political soldier” in charge at Los 
Pedriches was Steven McCullough, who ran the NF’s 
Belfast office in the late 1980s and was chased out of 
Northern Ireland after the UDA decided he was a securi- 
ty threat. 

By last May Marchant, McCullough and Marchant’s 
French wife had fled Spain. Two of those left behind to 
do the heavy work were Maciej Formella and Marinz 
Kulkowsky, from the Polish section of Fiore’s organisa- 
tion, the International Third Position (ITP). They also 
ran away as soon as a television crew showed up. 

The window-breaking escapade landed McCullough 
in the local police station. According to local reports he 
was released on bail into the custody of Fiore and 
Morsello. 

Fiore next turned up in Spain for the November 
anniversary of the death of the fascist dictator Franco 
and addressed what the ITP claimed was a meeting of 
300 professional people, including doctors, lawyers and 
army officers. Fiore must have inspired them because 
some of the audience decided to provide physical sup- 
port for the fascist commune. At least one coach load of 
fascists arrived to find the place deserted by its brave 
defenders, who describe themselves locally as “volun- 
teer soldiers”. 

Fiore is trying hard to sustain a presence in Spain. He 
has established a similar organisation to his Easy 
London set-up in Britain, called the Agency for 
European Youth. Several young Spaniards have been 
duped into signing up with this “agency” by advertise- 
ments in the offices of INEM, the state employment ser- 
vice, in Madrid, Valencia, Andalucia and Galicia. 

Fiore’s other rural retreats in Poland, Italy, Spain and 
Britain are often attended by very young children, who 
have extremist religious and political views drummed 
into them. 

Fiore has reacted to the revelations in the Mail on 
Sunday and Searchlight about his business empire, and 
the articles in several other publications about the 
Spanish commune, by writing whining letters to editors, 
members of the Church and fellow Italians about how 
badly he is being treated, and boasting about his dona- 
tions of money to the Anglo-Italian Catholic community 
in London. 

The Charity Commissioners have frozen the accounts 
of Fiore’s two charities and announced a second investi- 
gation of their operations. Charities are strictly prohibit- 
ed from engaging in political activities. A notice for a 
meeting held at 170 Westminster Bridge Road, Fiore’s 
prime London building, showed the symbols of Fiore’s 
two British charities alongside that of his new fascist 
party Forza Nuova. The seminar was addressed by a 
leading Italian anthropologist and an Italian war corre- 
spondent who works for the Vatican press, as well as by 
others politically closer to Fiore. This is a clear breach of 
the rule and is just one example of how Fiore’s charities 
and his two business outfits, Easy London and Meeting 
Point, conduct political training together. 

Searchlight is putting this evidence in the hands of the 
Charity Commissioners. 

Fiore is under attack back home in Italy too. He faces 
the courts in January in the next stage of proceedings 
concerning his alleged organisation and political and 
financial control of the thug organisation, the 
Hammerskins. 

Fiore claims Forza Nuovo has 25,000 members. This 
probably a gross exaggeration but its increased presence 
at football stadia and in local elections, where the FN has 


won a handful of seats, does reflect a dangerous growth 
among the most violent and active of Italy’s fascists. 

Investigations in Spain and Italy reveal Fiore’s close 
political connections with members of the Front 
National in France and an especially firm link with offi- 
cers of the Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD) in Germany. Recently Derek Holland, a key ITP 
member, addressed the NPD’s youth wing. Fiore is also 
increasing his contacts with antisemitic elements 
among Poland’s far right and Catholic traditionalists. 

Searchlight has been investigating Fiore’s plans to 
expand his multimillion pound business empire. One of 
his current projects is to enter into deals with airlines to 
give him a cut on all tickets sold to the thousands of 
young people he moves around Europe through Easy 
London and similar enterprises. Business sources say 
that Easy London, which arranges travel, work and 
employment of young people, is the biggest agency of its 
kind in Europe. 

Another more sinister project involves no less than the 
building of a new economic base for political purposes. 
It will consist of small farms, turned into communes 
whose inhabitants will be promised a regular outlet for 
their produce in return for their fealty to the extreme 
political and religious programmes and ideology of Fiore 
and his fellow fascists. 

His first target was a number of small farms outside 
Rome, which have missed out on the European farm 
subsidy gravy train on which better organised farmers 
are riding across Europe. Fiore has guaranteed to buy 
their produce for his chain of restaurants, hotels, pizza 
parlours and bars in London and across Europe. 

The first of the farm communes was named after Eva 
Peron. With the current fashion for Italian food, it might 
not be long before people in Britain unwittingly find 
themselves buying its produce in shops or eating it in 
restaurants. 

Morsello has been in the forefront of Fiore’s expan- 
sion, while also trying to build a fascist music industry 
and promote his own musical career. But he is now 
dying from cancer and a power struggle for control of 
the business empire is developing, in the best of tradi- 
tions of Italian renaissance fascist politics. Succession 
was expected to pass to the fascist old guard such as the 
thuggish Maurizio Catena, who has recently been 
pushed upstairs away from direct contact with the riot- 
ers on the football terraces at Lazio and other clubs 
where Forza Nuova has a strong presence, and become 
more of a godfather figure to the younger fascist street 
fighters. Morsello’s position in Fiore’s new commercial 
enterprises is now much mote likely to go to Davide Olla, 
from Bologna, and Luca Mengacci. Mengacci is said to 
have an already established string of businesses from 
Italy to Germany and has certainly had a presence in 
London. He is often seen tearing up and down the 
motorways of Europe in his German-registered black 
Porsche sports car. 

If the farm communes are anything like the places 
where Easy London finds work for its young clients in 
Britain, wages and conditions are likely to be mediaeval 
and illegal. In Britain trade unions are demanding 
Government intervention to stop Fiore and the task 
masters who run the work camps and place labour on 
behalf of Easy London. 

When an Italian victim spoke out in the mid-1990s he 
was beaten and left for dead by two of these brutes. Even 
a vicar and his family in East Anglia were threatened by 
these criminals. 

Today many of the labour gangs and the accommoda- 
tion they use are run by white South Africans who prob- 
ably learned their trade running hostels for black miners 
before the collapse of the apartheid state. 

At every stage the Fiore empire takes a rake-off from 
its victims. In Italy they have already been convicted of 
illegally advertising the services of Easy London, yet they 
are still allowed to operate outside the law in Britain. 


11 Searchlight January 2000 


A Jock Shaw 
(ringed) with 
Martin 
Webster 
during NF 
days 


by Sally O’Brien 


AS LONDON was still reeling from the nail bombs in 
Brixton and Brick Lane which injured hundreds of peo- 
ple, a former British National Party election candidate 
was planning his own bombing campaign, the Old Bailey 
heard last month. 

James Shaw, 57, was jailed for nine years for the pos- 
session of explosive devices, the possession of racially 
inflammatory material with the intent to publish or dis- 
tribute, and the possession of offensive weapons. 

Shaw’s campaign came to light when he was arrested 
in connection with a spray can attack on a London bus 
driver, who had thrown five men off his bus for smoking 
and drinking. When he was searched, police found two 
aerosols and a lock knife. 

A further search at Chiswick police station revealed 
that he was also carrying two home-made bombs. Shaw 
was arrested on 23 April last year, the day before the 
fatal nail bomb explosion in a gay pub in Soho that 
claimed the lives of two people. 

One of Shaw’s bombs consisted of a miniature gin 
bottle containing gunpowder, with a fuse in the cap. 
Shaw, a security guard, intended to place the bombs on 
railway lines in order severely to disrupt train services. 

When police searched his home, they discovered a 
hoard of race hate material, including a picture of Hitler, 
swastikas and references to the “Unabomber” and 
“Mardi Gra” bomber. They also found another three 
bombs in the process of being constructed. 

Jailing him, the judge, Neil Dennison, told him, “What 
you did was to manufacture home-made explosive 
devices which, if they had been used in the way you 
seem to have intended, would have caused enormous 
disruption and possible injury to individuals”. 

Francis Sheridan, defending, said, “He has a patho- 
logical interest in bombs and hates everyone. He hates 
everyone equally. That is his problem.” But he told the 
court that the devices were not intended to injure. 

However, Sally Bennet-Jenkins, prosecuting, pointed 
out that both devices found on him were unpredictable 
in their performance and capability. The gin bottle could 
have shattered with a shrapnel effect, causing injury to 
anyone nearby, the court was told. 


Described by the defence as “a loner who lives an iso- 
lated life”, James “Sock” Shaw has a long history in far- 
right politics. 

Originally from Scotland, Shaw arrived in Hanwell, 
west London, in 1965. He was one of the NF’s first ten 
candidates, when he stood in the Southall by-election in 
March 1970. He later stood for the NF as a general elec- 
tion candidate in Southall, and in numerous local elec- 
tions. 

Shaw was known and feared for his violent reputation 
by even his fellow fascists. During an NF coach outing 
paid for by South African intelligence to support the 
South African rugby team match at Cardiff Arms Park, 
Shaw drew a knife on a fellow NF officer and threatened 
to kill him. 

This did not prevent his photograph appearing in 
National Front News alongside NF boss John Tyndall in 
the 1970s, when he was a west London NF organiser. 

In 1980, he defected from the NF to join Tyndall’s 
breakaway New National Front (NNF), for which he also 
stood as a local election candidate for Ealing North in 
1981. Around this time, he was also contributing arti- 
cles to the League Review, the magazine of the nazi 
purist League of St George. 

Shaw was also known for his connections with the 
extreme nazi British Movement and with a number of 
young German nazi activists. 

Following the demise of the NNF, Shaw became the 
BNP’s Ealing organiser in 1982 and stood as a BNP can- 
didate for Ealing North in the June 1983 general elec- 
tion. 

Last spring, at a time when a series of nail bombs was 
targeting minority communities, Shaw was premeditat- 
ing a terror campaign and building explosive devices. In 
his house, diagrams on how to make bombs were found. 

The judge concluded, “You are a danger to yourself 
and plainly a danger to others”. 

A mystery surrounds what Shaw was doing for the 15 
or so years between 1983 and his arrest. Searchlight 
would be interested to hear from anyone with informa- 
tion about his activities and associations during this 
period. 
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Twelve years for BNP arsonist 


by Nick Lowles 


BRITISH National Party supporter was sentenced 
Ae 12 years’ imprisonment after he was found 

guilty last month of firebombing an Asian shop in 
Chichester, Sussex. The jury heard how 20-year-old 
Stuart Kerr, a self-confessed racist, threw two petrol 
bombs at a shop belonging to Chandrakant Patel. 

The attack on Mr Patel’s corner shop on Stockbridge 
Road was the latest in a systematic campaign against the 
shop. For almost two months, Kerr and at least two other 
local skinheads carried out a campaign of violence 
against the property, smashing lights and windows on a 
number of occasions. 

So concerned was Mr Patel with his family’s security 
that he moved his three daughters and wife out of the 
building at weekends. It was during one such weekend 
that Kerr and an accomplice firebombed the shop. 
Unfortunately for him, the police had been brought in 
the week before and had installed a close circuit camera 
which filmed the attack. 

“I am a racist and a supporter of the British National 
Party”, Kerr told police and the court. He went on to say 
that he had met nazi activists while attending West Ham 
football matches. One of these was Matthew Marrion, 
an Inter City Firm football hooligan and far-right activist 
with both the BNP and Combat 18. Earlier this year, 
Marrion was banned from attending West Ham matches 
after being found guilty of attacking a Leeds United sup- 
porter last season. 

Kerr's bedroom was a shrine to nazism. Pictures of 
Hitler adorned the walls, along with National Front 
stickers and derogatory slogans defacing a West Ham 
team photo. Among the nazi literature found were 
copies of Spearhead, British Nationalist, C18 informa- 
tion bulletins and The Wolf, published by the former C18 
activist Del O’Connor. 

A neighbour who heard a bang and saw flames com- 
ing from the front of the shop raised the alarm. However, 
by the time police arrived, Kerr had fled into town, 
where he set a police car alight. He was caught soon 
afterwards, but not before he had slashed his arms 
repeatedly. 

Sentencing him to the maximum sentence available, 
Judge Anthony Thorpe told the court: “Members of the 
ethnic minority groups rightly look to the courts for pro- 
tection from the vile and despicable hatred that is ped- 
dled by racist bigots. 

“In the past I suspect they have felt they have not 
afforded the protection they rightly deserve and I have 
great sympathy.” 

However, while the judge correctly described the 
material found in Kerr's bedsit as “appalling”, he some- 
what surprisingly ordered that it not be disclosed as evi- 
dence, fearing that it might be prejudicial to the case. 

The local police were understandably delighted with 
the verdict. “It shows that the police are doing some- 
thing,” said Inspector Mike Rumble of the Sussex 
Constabulary’s Community Safety Unit. “I hope it will 
encourage others to come forward and report racist 
attacks.” 

This case again highlights the problem of lone racists 
inspired by nazi literature. Despite Kerr's connections 
with several nazi organisations and individuals, the 
authorities had no record of him until his arrest. While it 
is impossible totally to protect society from the antics of 
an individual, the story of Kerr, together with that of the 
London nail bomber and James “Jock” Shaw, should 
finally awaken the authorities to the role racist material 
has in inciting violence in people. 


A Marrion on C18 Bloody Sunday protest 


Above and below: Stuart Kerr's bedroom 
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we have ever dealt with.” This was the state- 

ment made by Transport and General 
Workers’ Union official Steve Turner and reiterated by 
the union's general secretary, Bill Morris, after the Ford 
Motor Company admitted at an industrial tribunal hear- 
ing that it failed to deal with the systematic abuse and 
victimisation of its employee Sukhjit Parmar. 

The tribunal “instructed” Ford’s solicitors to apologise 
formally to Mr Parmar and regretted the time taken to 
conclude the case. The fact that it took four years to 
reach this stage is no less than scandalous. 

The horrendous harassment suffered by Mr Parmar 
began within a few weeks of the start of his employment 
as an assembly operator within the engine plant of the 
Dagenham-based company in November 1995. 

The incidents of abuse, victimisation and physical 
assault he suffered received wide press coverage at the 
time of the hearing at the end of September. They 
included threats to throw him out of the staff canteen 
window, being told to work in a spray booth (colloquial- 
ly known as the “punishment cell”) without protective 
clothing, and being physically pulled across the assem- 
bly line. Alongside this have been the constant racial 
slurs and racist graffiti, which included a stylised depic- 
tion of Ku Klux Klansmen looking down a well accompa- 
nied by the words: “the last thing Paki Parmar will see 
before he dies”. There should also be a thorough investi- 
gation to ascertain how the word “Paki” was written 
inside a sealed wage slip, opened in front of witnesses. 

Ford has long been aware of the identities of the two 
main perpetrators of the harassment but only acted 
against them on the Friday before the tribunal hearing. 
The local police had previously interviewed the two men 
in relation to a number of serious incidents, although it 
appears that no charges are being brought. 

The two, a foreman and a group leader, were both long 
serving workers at Fords and were able to use their posi- 
tion to their advantage. Mr Parmar was told by other 
workers on more than one occasion not to complain as: 
“He will get you; he has many friends. You don’t know 
how powerful he is.” 

One of the men has been sacked, although he has 


¢ 4 Te is the worst case of racial discrimination 


A Ford’s Dagenham plant 


appealed, and the other is facing a disciplinary hearing. 
Surprisingly, he has not been suspended and is now 
working in quality control in the engine plant. 

On 5 October, workers at the Paint and Trim Assembly 
plant (PTA) walked out in protest at the lack of action 
taken by the company towards racists still working at 
Dagenham. 

Although it was an unofficial dispute, workers felt that 
they could no longer afford to stand back and wait for 
Ford to act. On 7 October workers in the engine plant 
walked out. Many were incensed at a leaflet distributed 
by John Harrison, the Dagenham South Estate convenor 
of the T&GWU, which claimed, ignoring the tribunal's 
findings: “The alleged incidents raised by the T&G have 
been grossly exaggerated and in many instances fabri- 
cated to achieve their own goals”. 

It is not surprising that Mr Harrison hopes to repre- 
sent one of the perpetrators of the racial abuse at his 
appeal hearing. 

Later in October, Ford’s president, Jacques Nasser, 
held discussions with plant managers and senior union 
officials in attempt to resolve the problem of institution- 
al racism at Dagenham. An agreement was reached with 
four trade unions - the T&GWU, AEEU, MSF and the 
GMB - which will cover a number of key areas. The aim 
of the proposals is to improve job prospects and condi- 
tions for the 41% of black and Asian workers at the 
Dagenham plant. 

It is imperative that the feelings and experiences of 
shop floor workers are not forgotten or sidelined after 
these discussions. The unions also need to address the 
problem of racist members and officials. As unpalatable 
as it is, some of the perpetrators of racial harassment 
have been union members and shop stewards. 

Meanwhile Mr Parmar cannot return to work until he 
feels it is safe and management practices begin to 
improve. The industrial tribunal will determine damages 
at a remedy hearing in February 2000. 

When Searchlight asked Mr Parmar what he expected 
from this hearing, his reply revealed the dignity and 
courage he has shown throughout his four-year ordeal: 
“T do not want any special favours. I just wish to return 
to my job and be treated fairly and equally.” 
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THE GROWING links between far-right Conservatives and the 
British National Party (BNP) were illustrated recently when Nick 
Griffin, leader of the BNP, spoke at the Bloomsbury Forum (BF) 
in a Holburn pub. He had been invited primarily to inform the 
gathering about the modernisation of the BNP, but the real 
significance lay in the fact that he was there at all. 

As reported in Searchlight (August 1999), the BF considers 
itself a far-right discussion group and has played an 
instrumental role in the magazine Right Now. Led by Adrian 
Davies, Eddie Butler and Richard Bowden, the BF has produced 
a collection of essays by right-wing thinkers. The book, 
Standardbearers, is advertised by both Right Now and the BNP. 

Joining Davies and Butler at the meeting were Michael 
Newland and Steve Brady. Brady is well known to Searchlight 
readers as a former leading light in the National Front. In 1994 
he joined other former BNP and NF activists in establishing 
Right Now in the hope that the Conservative Party would split 
after the demise of John Major and a new nationalist party 
would emerge. Of course, that never happened and they 
therefore refocused their attention on the BNP. 

With Tyndall deposed, some in the BF believe they can 
influence BNP policy. If Griffin thought he was there to win 
converts to the party, he was greatly mistaken. The audience 
acted as though they were dissident members of the BNP, 
although few of the BF activists actually are members. 

Griffin was urged to change the name of the BNP, as many of 
the audience believed it still held too many connotations with 
nazism. Griffin stumbled over his reply, saying that it would take 
time to convince the membership of this, to say nothing of the 
risk of losing out on inheritances left specifically to the BNP. 

The audience followed this up by insisting that they wanted 
the right to vet the booklist, with anything that smacked of 
antisemitism removed. By now, Griffin was obviously feeling 
uncomfortable, although he was still willing to lie to impress. 
When asked about the BNP policy on the ‘Jewish Question”, he 
answered, “We don’t have one”. While that might be factually 
correct, it does not seem quite consistent with the BNP’s 
recent re-release of Mindbenders and Griffin’s admission to a 
journalist that he was a “revisionist”. 

It was on the issue of Lecomber that Griffin must have 
choked on his drink. With a senior officer holding Lecomber’s 
criminal record, some of the audience said, the BNP was 
doomed. “That is a problem we will have to do something 
about,” Griffin replied meekly. 

Griffin was bolder on the question of the future of Britain, 
though his answer might not have been to everyone’s liking. He 
admitted to having some misgivings about this “British thing”, 
adding that he had sympathy with those who wanted Welsh and 
Scottish independence. Quite what the BF audience made of 
this answer was unclear, however, and as the meeting drew to a 
close, Griffin was looking decidedly piqued at the whole event. 
Despite the obvious desire of some within the BF to dictate the 
agenda to Griffin, he seemed less keen to play ball. 
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Bean jumps up 


JOHN BEAN, leader of the original British National 
Party in the early 1960s, has in his twilight years written 
a book about Britain's far right and his experiences. Its 
title, Many Shades of Black, is probably inspired by the 
shirts he wore when he started his political life in 
Oswald Mosley’s ranks. 

The book has certainly made a big impression on 
John Tyndall, founder of the current BNP, who devoted 
much of an issue of his magazine, Spearhead, late last 
year to a positive review of it. 

But old has-Bean’s influence stretches wider still. A 
leaflet promoting the book was sent to subscribers of 
the far-right magazine Right Now, much loved by right- 
wing Tory MPs and edited by a former nazi. 


Police get BNP by the balls 


THE BNP has been served with a High Court injunction 
by the Metropolitan Police following the distribution of 
a “race crime” leaflet which is modelled on a similar 
leaflet issued by the Met that urges people to report 
hate crimes to the newly established Community 
Safety Units. 

The BNP leaflet originally used and misrepresented 
the Metropolitan Police logo and claimed “Racist crime 
is hate crime, don’t contact your local community 
safety unit. There's no-one to put white victims in 
touch with. We ignore the white victims of Racist 
Crime. London’s top cops couldn't care less.” 

The BNP goes on to claim that “the majority of the 
victims of racial attacks in Britain today are white’. 

BNP leader Nick Griffin’s response to the writ, in a 
letter to New Scotland Yard, has caused concern among 
many BNP followers. The strongly worded letter is a 
direct threat to the Metropolitan Police suggesting that 
they drop their “badly researched, amateurishly- 
drafted, neo-fascist attack on legitimate criticism and 
free speech’. If the police do this, Griffin claims that 
“Once these copies have been distributed, no more 
leaflets of that or any similar design will be produced”. 

However, if the Metropolitan Police reject Griffin's 
proposal, “the BNP will contest the case all the way to 
the European Court of Human Rights if necessary, and 
will print and distribute a further 500,000 copies of the 
leaflet the moment the injunction falls”. 

Referring to the use of the “Policing diversity” logo, 
substituted in the BNP version by the words “Policing 
genocide’, Griffin claims that the logo representing 
London and the Thames “was replaced by a pair of 
gonads. If you seriously believe that such an image may 
be confused with your own logo, I suggest that you 
should change the latter rather than pursue legal 
action against the former.” 


The offending 
BNP leaflet 


'. DON’T CONTACT YOUR LOCAL -: 
COMMUNITY SAFETY UNIT 


Because although your taxes pay for the Communi 
sit , we simply don't 

who make up the majority of victims of hate cri 
Racial Attacks, Racist Abuse and Reverse 


®@ Talk to us and we'll ignore you. 

® We won't give you the time of day. 

®@ We won't take any action. 

@ There's no-one to put white victims in touch with. 
® We ignore the white victims of Racist Crime. 


LONDON'S 10P COPS 
COULDN'T CARE LESS 
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ILTON WOLFE an US veteran of the Spanish 

Civil War, is “still doing his bit” in the move- 

ment. And he is not the only veteran in America 
still active in radical causes. 

At the end of last year Mr Wolff came to Britain on a 
publicity lecture tour for the Amigos de Los Brigades 
Internacionales, to publicise his book Another Hill, 
recently published by the University of Illinois. 

At a meeting hosted by Professor Paul Preston, Mr 
Wolff told his predominantly young audience that he 
was a “child of the Depression”, which lasted in the USA 
from 1929 right up to the Second World War. 

In 1933 he became aware of politics for the first time 
and joined the Young Communist League. At that time 
everybody was “remembering the horrors of the First 
World War” and “already they were predicting the next 
war, which broke out in 1939”. 

But war broke out in Spain in 1936 and he and his 
comrades helped by raising money, giving out leaflets, 
holding meetings and doing all they could to help the 
people of Spain. Then he heard that “it was possible to 
go to Spain and fight with the Spanish people”. 

At that time the USA had a policy of “non interven- 
tion”; the US Government was supposed to be “neutral” 
yet was blockading the coast of Spain, preventing sup- 
plies reaching the republicans — “they were leaving the 
door open for Hitler and Mussolini”. 

Mr Wolff must have been only just old enough to go to 
Spain, as he had to ask his mother’s permission. To stop 
her worrying he told her he “was going to Spain to relieve 
a factory worker”. 

When he got to Figueras, he joined the Abraham 
Lincoln Battalion, part of the 15th Brigade. He was 
attached to the medical aid unit, as he had done some 
first aid work in the States, and worked with a British 
volunteer doctor, with whom he got on very well. 

Later he joined a machine gun company, as “a water 
carrier”. The young volunteers were given some training 
in the antiquated weapons available, guns and rifles that 
dated back to the First World War. 

From then on, Mr Wolff said, “it was one battle after 
another”. The International Brigade was in the forefront 
of the fighting and suffered heavy losses in terms of dead 
and wounded. As officers and leaders were killed, other 
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volunteers had to take over and Mr Wolff became a com- 
mandant. The Abraham Lincoln Battalion lost so many 
men that it had to be amalgamated with the Washington 
Battalion. 

By March 1938, the republican forces were on the 
retreat. As they came to the Ebro River, some of them 
tried to swim across. They failed and instead “reorgan- 
ised for the counter-offensive and continued the strug- 
gle”. However, in December they were forced to pull out. 

When they got back to the USA, they were not made 
welcome. Their passports were stamped “not valid in 
Spain”, and the authorities “made life hell for the volun- 
teers”. 

Mr Wolff went on to fight in the Second World War, in 
France and Italy, where he joined the anti-fascist move- 
ment. He also saw action with the OSS, having contact 
with comrades in the maquis, and ended up fighting in 
Burma. 

During the 1950s, the McCarthy era saw thousands of 
progressive Americans, Wolff among them, persecuted 
for their progressive stance. He was hauled up before the 
House UnAmerican Activities Committee and suffered 
for his actions. 

The US Government was dismayed at the enormous 
support for the republicans displayed by the American 
public, and “set out to change public opinion”. Anyone 
who showed the slightest progressive idea was “suspect- 
ed of being a communist” and condemned for it, even if 
they had never held a party card or been to a meeting in 
their lives. 

Asked how he felt about having taken part in the 
Spanish Civil War, Milton said he was “glad we did”. 
However, nowadays he feels that “war is the most insane 
thing, it was quite mad, anything could happen”. 

The veterans are continuing their work. In 1993 they 
broke the travel ban to Cuba and are supporting a hos- 
pital there. They are “committed to the good fight — we 
hope for a better world, where there is no more war, no 
more poverty and only the good life”. 

He added for the benefit of the young audience that 
there is still “plenty of work for all to do —so get out in the 
streets and do it”. 


B Another Hill is published by the University of Illinois, 
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News from the sewers 


THEY MAY try to blame their ills on the Muslims, Jews 
and the reds but the truth is that most of the ongoing 
problems besetting the far right in Yorkshire are of their 
own making. 

Although two members of the British National Party 
are studying at Leeds University, the troops on the 
ground are mostly the same old drunken lowlifes that 
have always inhabited the BNP. 

David Owen the secretive former “Political Soldier” 
has become a mature student. He appears to be doing 
little politically apart from occasional secret get- 
togethers with the BNP inner circle and his forays into 
local schools under the guise of talking to children 
about local history, using the cover name, The 
Kingdom of Elmet Historical Society. 

The other Leeds University student is Chris Beverley, 
a newcomer to the BNP. He appears to have taken on 
the brunt of the party’s activities in Leeds. Beverley is 
studying, what else, but German history. 

Beverley is already spearheading the new BNP’s 
preparations for the coming local elections in Morley, 
where the party is intending to stand in May. The 
candidate is likely to be “Les”, an old Rhodesia hand 
now resident in the area. 

The big question being asked by both anti-fascists 
and fascists in Yorkshire is how Dave Appleyard has 
once again escaped justice. Appleyard faced yet more 
charges of assault on anti-fascists, after allegedly 
carrying out a vicious attack wielding a hammer. But 
the victims found themselves in the strange situation of 
being almost bullied by the Crown Prosecution Service 
to withdraw their complaint. 


It now turns out that he has accepted a binding over 
and will not face trial. The incorrigible lad claims that 
he got off so lightly because he was threatening to sue 
the police for some error on their part. Pull the other 
one, Dave, that’s a pretty poor excuse for having taken 
the Queen’s shilling and his handlers should have 
found him a much better cover story. 

With a bit of luck his victims will bring a private 
prosecution against him. 

Our sources across Yorkshire seem to think that since 
Appleyard has moved to Leeds and joined Eddie 
Morrison's National Front branch, both have become 
very leaky. 

Searchlight knew who in Yorkshire was going to the 
NF Remembrance Day turnout in London before they 
set out, and details of the secret NF headquarters at 
Beefy Taylor's latest hideaway were in our hands within 
hours of Morrison and Appleyard taking charge there. 
Beefy’s partner appears to be getting fed up with NF 
morons ringing him at all hours on 01132 523504 or 
hammering drunkenly on the door at Ingle Crescent in 
Morley. They should know that one cannot run an NF 
HQ without some problems. 

It must be because people like Appleyard spend most 
of their time maligning other nazis instead of carrying 
out any real political activity. 

One wonders who is spreading the story about a 
Yorkshire nazi with an interest in penis extensions, or 
gloating over nazi godfather Colin Jordan's bad state of 
health, or the story that Mick Gibson appears to be 
doing his damnedest to sabotage any efforts by the 
Leeds BNP branch to resume activity. 


Y Beefy Taylor at a recent NF romapy 


Gerry Gable 
writes 
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Women and fascism 


EN FASCISM first emerged in the aftermath 
\ / \ of the First World War, two obsessions were 
to the fore of its concerns. Firstly, it was 

extremely nationalist. In Italy, which had been on the 
winning side of a war that gave it little new territory, 
Mussolini’s movement declared that the nation had 
been robbed of its place in the sun. In Germany, a 
country defeated and forced to cede land to its 
neighbours, National Socialism claimed that the 
Volk had been stabbed in the back by enemies 
within. 

If one characteristic of fascism is its 
hypernationalism, another is its anti- Marxism. 
Both Social Democratic and Communist Parties, it 
declared, sought to divide the nation into warring 
classes, threatening property and undermining 
national unity, and the only answer was to smash 
the Marxist threat. As we have already suggested in 
using the word Volk, some strands of fascism, 
particularly the Nazis, were not only racist but 

antisemitic, linking their belief in racial 
superiority to the claim that 
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behind all the nation’s troubles was a Jewish 
conspiracy. On this issue, as on a number of others, 
fascism was not agreed. But we have already pointed to 
two characteristics that unite it. Is there a third? Did 
fascists not only believe that nation and property was 
under threat, but that so too was patriarchy? 

In many cases, the answer is yes. In Germany, for 
instance, leading Nazis proclaimed that women 
belonged in the home, and the party’s leading ideo- 
logue, Alfred Rosenberg, even claimed that the state's 
origins among bands of warrior males made any 
female influence in politics unacceptable. Once in 
power, the Nazis introduced marriage loans condition- 
al on prospective brides giving up employment, and 
those women who had four or more children received, 
in recognition of their service to the fatherland, the 
Honour Cross of the German Mother. In Italy fascist 
propaganda also prioritised motherhood and if war 
had not interrupted, the regime had plans to reduce 
the number of women in many sectors of the economy 
to only ten per cent. Furthermore, the racism of the 
Nazis had very special implications for women. Before 
Nazism had seen the light of day, there were already 
people in Germany and elsewhere who advocated 
eugenics, the so-called science of selective breeding. 
While concentrating much of its energies on trying to 
raise the birth rate, the Third Reich did not want all 
women to bear children, and through sterilisation and 
ultimately extermination it implemented a brutal 
eugenic policy. 

But to argue that fascism always pursued a misogy- 
nist policy is far more difficult than it might appear. In 
Italy, Mussolini’s movement had initially called for 
women to be given the vote and as late as 1925, three 
years after coming to power, Mussolini can be found 
lecturing his followers on the need to recognise that in 
“the century of capitalism’ women could no longer be 
excluded from work or kept from taking part in politics. 
In Germany under the Nazis women remained a major 
part of the workforce, while before coming to power 
the party was so concerned that it might lose women’s 
votes that in 1932 it even declared that it had no inten- 
tion of removing women from employment. Two com- 
plications are already clear: that fascism, should it 
come to power, needs to accommodate business’s need 
for workers and that in the struggle for electoral sup- 
port it has to take account of the concerns of those who 
might be attracted to nationalism or anti-Marxism but 
not to an uncompromising male chauvinism. But there 
is another factor too. 

People joined fascist movements for different rea- 
sons and in the majority of cases, they were not recruit- 
ed on the basis of whether they wanted to restrict 
women to what one Italian fascist called “the domestic 
enclosure”. As a result, instead of being a bastion of 
male pre-eminence, fascism can be a battleground for 
different understandings of women’s role. Amazingly, 
this was even true in Germany (where the Nazi party 
paper even published a debate on the subject in the 
mid-1920s), and was certainly true of Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists. The BUF claimed that higher wages 
for men would mean that women could leave their jobs 
and Mosley himself called for “men who are men, and 
women who are women’. But it also called for equal 
pay, an end to the sacking of women upon marriage 
and claimed that women would be able to choose 
whether or not to work in The Greater Britain. Articles 
in its paper make clear that members held different 
views on women’s role, and while Arnold Leese’s much 
smaller Imperial Fascist League was hostile even to 
women voting, one measure of the complexity of the 
BUF is that its first women’s organiser was a former 
socialist and suffragette who claimed women would be 
equal under fascism and, having failed to secure equal- 
ity for women within the movement, broke away and 
returned to the left. 


In changed conditions, the postwar extreme right 
espouses many of the same policies as its predecessors. 
While in the 1930s, the Nazis denounced feminism, the 
rise of the modern women’s movement has made it a 
particularly pressing issue for many neo-fascists. In 
pre-Nazi Germany and pre-Fascist Italy abortion was 
illegal. In many countries today this is no longer true 
and the extreme right have vehemently denounced this 
development. The Front National calls for more French 
babies and for women to be “free” to choose whether to 
work outside the home or not are even more reminis- 
cent of pre-war movements. So too are the calls in the 
1997 British National Party election manifesto for girls 
to be educated primarily for motherhood and in the 
1992 manifesto for a population policy that would dis- 
courage “the breeding of the least responsible”, while 
encouraging large families among “our most valuable 
people”. But just as the extreme right was more com- 
plex than we might expect between the wars, the same 
is true now. While the National Front in the late 1970s 
vehemently opposed abortion, arguments broke out at 
both its national conferences and on its National 
Directorate, with leading members, notably Andrew 
Fountaine, opposed to an anti-abortion stance. Even 
among the political soldier wing of the NF in the fol- 
lowing decade, the dispute revived, while in the oppos- 
ing wing, Caralyn Taylor, following her election to the 
National Directorate, accused male members of 
“brainwashing” women into thinking they could not 
play a leading role in the movement. 

Arguments have also emerged elsewhere. In 
Germany, for instance, women in the Republikaner 
party have opposed its stance on abortion while in Italy 
the Duce’s granddaughter, Alessandra Mussolini, has 
more than once attacked male chauvinism in the dom- 
inant group on the country’s extreme right, the 
Alleanza Nazional. In the USA, while the extreme right 
in the 1970s was very active against the unsuccessful 
feminist attempt to introduce an Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution, and more recently 
some on the extreme right have applauded or even ini- 
tiated attacks on abortion clinics, several groups have 
called for women to play more of a leading part and 
one, the virulently racist White Aryan Resistance, has 
even revived the argument of some women racists in 
Germany before the war that male chauvinism is an 
alien imposition upon the more egalitarian view of true 
Aryans. 

Anyone who has read John Tyndall’s Spearhead or, to 
take an American example, William Pierce’s National 
Vanguard can have no doubt that an embattled mas- 
culinity is alive and kicking on the contemporary 
extreme right. Tyndall, for instance, is not the only 
postwar racist to present “nationalism” as masculine 
and liberalism as feminine, while National Vanguard 
has published an article (reprinted by Spearhead) in 
which the supposed demasculinising of white men 
caused by women going out to work is blamed in turn 
for “the corruption of our women” in turning to sexual 
partners outside the race. In many cases, fascismo and 
machismo go together, and the explosion of racist skin- 
head publications and CDs reinforces this conclusion 
even more graphically. But these are not the only faces 
of fascism. In attempting to gain (and retain) recruits 
and win elections, fascists can be less likely to defend a 
gender hierarchy than a racial one. We know that while 
fascists are united around nationalism and anti- 
Marxism, they do not agree on economic policy or for- 
eign policy. We should not be surprised, then, that 
while a defence of patriarchy is crucial for many in the 
fascist movement, even there, there is more than one 
view on the role of women. 


Martin Durham is Senior Lecturer in Politics at the 
University of Wolverhampton. He is author of Women 
and Fascism (Routledge, 1998). 
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ment was taking shape, a debate emerged within a 

radical group known as the Weathermen about the 
role of revolutionary women, who had until then been 
largely confined to supporting roles. It was not long 
before the Weathermen were renamed the Weather 
Underground, and many of the group's women were tak- 
ing up the gun. 

Thirty years later, in a distant echo of that debate, 
women on the radical right in the USA — who a leading 
analyst says now comprise 25 per cent of many groups 
and half of new recruits — are increasingly re-examining 
their position in the world of white supremacy. And while 
they are a far cry from radical feminists, many are 
espousing a new female activism and leadership, often to 
the dismay and anger of the men in their movement. 

“For years it seemed that a White woman's role in the 
Racial movement was to write lonely prisoners and stand 
behind their boyfriends without much of opinion about 
anything,” laments Lisa Turner, Founder of the World 
Church of the Creator's (WCOTC) Women’s Frontier. “In 
the last year or so we have seen a lot of changes in this 
area. Everyone is starting to realize that if we are going to 
overcome this struggle we are going to have to do it 
together - Man and Woman - side by side!” 

From California to Maryland, the voices of “racialist” 
women are being heard increasingly in a variety of 
forums. The leaders and membership of these groups 
have historically been heavily male, while women (usu- 
ally their wives) followed behind, busy with maternal 
and clerical duties and maintaining “family values’. 
Women were the German Nazis’ “Aryan breeders’, the 
Klan mothers and wives who stayed home sewing robes 
for their men, the transmitters of “Aryan” values to the 
next generation. 

Some broke the mould and gravitated towards mili- 
tant skinhead gangs — groups with no hierarchies, lead- 
ership titles or glass ceilings to challenge. But en masse, 
they were conspicuously absent from most areas of the 
radical right. 

Now, however, things are beginning to change. 


E THE LATE 1960s, as the American feminist move- 


Moving out of the kitchen 
“I, and other women, are part of a NEW WAVE of White 
activism,” warns Lisa Turner. A “new wave” that is 
focused solely on increasing the numbers and influence 
of women “movement-wide”. 

The WCOTC, which like almost all hate groups is led by 
a man, is only the most visible example of a concerted 
effort to reach out to women. But forums for and about 
women, particularly on the Internet, are proliferating. 
They range from chat rooms featuring discussions about 
women’s leadership capabilities, to skinhead web sites 
with photographs of skimpily clad examples of Aryan 
female beauty, to Internet advice columns for racist 
mothers on how to save money with homemade baby 
wipes. 
@ On Stormfront, the web's oldest hate site, a debate on 
the role of women in the movement has been raging for 
months. One man wrote to a woman who had posted an 
earlier message: “I’m sorry to inform you, but a woman's 
place is in the kitchen ... [Men] are physically stronger, 
which makes us more valuable ... A real white racialist 
woman understands this.” A second woman replies: 
“Don't be discouraged. Neanderthal attitudes like this 
one are few in the movement. ... I do think we should 
support our men, but we do not necessarily have to stay 
in the kitchen to do it.” 
M@ A female leader of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
declares on a web page that “Men and women are in the 
fight together” and says her group has a female national 
advisory board member. “There has been some 
crossover in the more traditional tasks, but not too 
much. For the most part, women still work in the kitchen 
and men work on building the crosses.” 
@ Women for Aryan Unity (WAU), a web site run by a 
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Women, formerly the secretaries 
and helpmates of the radical right, 
are moving out of the shadows 

as a debate on female 

roles in the movement rages 


Female role 


Brandi 
te Houston 
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group of racist Odinist women in Canada, declares that 
“squeamish, bug fearing females” should “lose your for- 
est phobias and start preparing for tomorrow” by acquir- 
ing survivalist fighting skills. 

 Sigrdrifa Publications, a unit of WAU, publishes a quar- 
terly magazine “100% produced” by “Proud Aryan 
Women” with a mix of features such as “Women of 
History”, “Aryan Recipes”, “White Prisoner Sponsorship 
Program’, and “Baby Bulletin”. It also maintains a web 
site for women describing, among other things, “Aryan 
Beginnings for Children” (ABC), a “cooperative of racial- 
ists ... organised to assist racially aware parents in raising 
proud white children in today’s society.” ABC plans 
“White Heritage” colouring books and newsletters on 
children’s development stages. 

@ Women within a racist Odinist group based in north- 
ern Alabama have taken steps to form their own day-care 
centre to isolate their children from what are seen as the 
pernicious influences of Judeo-Christian values, as well 
as to free up women for other work. 

@ “Mothers of the Movement’, another Internet-based 
group for racist women, features relatively little political 
talk. Instead, it concentrates on such matters as how to 
make baby food and home-schooling techniques, and 
organises a second hand clothing sale for members’ 
children. 

Part of this new female activism stems from the hand- 
ful of early female extremists. The most noteworthy was 
Kathy Ainsworth, a Mississippi housewife and 
Klanswoman who was killed in a 1968 shootout with 
police as she and a companion attempted to bomb the 
home of a Jewish businessman in Louisiana. Twenty 
years later, an Oregon housewife burned abortion clinics 
and shot a Wichita physician. Then came the infamous 
1992 standoff at Ruby Ridge, when Vicki Weaver, wife of 
the white separatist Randy Weaver, was shot dead by an 
FBI sniper. Vicki Weaver instantly became one of the 
movement's fallen heroines, an inspiration to many 
women who may have shared her racist sentiments but 
remained uninvolved in extremist activity. 

Still, many women who join the white supremacist 
movement seem to do so for fairly traditional reasons. 
Kathleen Blee, a leading expert on women in the radical 
right, has written that while many women enter the 
movement “because of worries about crime, the quality 
of children’s schools, or family dissolution,” others do so 
primarily because of personal relationships. Indeed, 
many racist women today point out that they were 
brought in through a lover or husband, and that many 
women are not true believers like the men. 

Now, however, as more women enter the racist move- 
ment than ever before, they are using their own powers of 
persuasion and intellect to lead other women into their 
ranks. 


Using women to recruit women 

Sitting at a picnic table in Sacramento, 19-year-old 
Brandi Houston looks like many a young mother as she 
cradles her baby, Freya Geniveve, except for her WCOTC 
jacket and skingirl-style hairdo. Houston heads the 
California chapter of a second WCOTC women's group, 
Sisterhood, which recruits women to the cause and also 
has chapters in Washington and Michigan. She and 
Melody La Rue, head of the Washington chapter, publish 
a Sisterhood newsletter five times a year. 

On alternate Fridays, Houston hosts study groups 
in her living room on the works of Ben Klassen, 
founder of the Church of the Creator, such as The 
White Man's Bible. They devise organising techniques 
for women such as slipping WCOTC literature into 
women's clothing in shops. They have designed an annu- 
al “Sister of the Year” award: “We thought since White 
Women are taking on a more vigorous role within our 
Church, some healthy competition would be fun!” They 
are working on a “racialist” educational curriculum for 
home schooling. And Houston coordinates “winter sol- 


stice” gatherings and other female recruitment efforts. 

In recruitment, she says, she has an advantage: “The 
fact that I am a fairly young woman, nicely dressed, and 
white, actually helped” Sister Blondi recruit new male 
and female members. 

“T think it is easier for women to talk to women instead 
of men approaching women,” Houston reasons. “When I 
approach women, I get a much better response than 
when a man approaches a woman.” 

Houston, in an interview last spring, said she also 
works with female WCOTC members to help them gain 
the political confidence to deal with men. “I had this girl 
who was so shy, she never talked to anyone,” Houston 
says. But now that Houston has taken her under her 
wing: “She opens up to everybody ... She's a better leader 
than she was.” When dealing with women's self-esteem 
and confidence, issues that are critical to building future 
racist leaders, Houston finds that “girls just relate better 
... It's easier [for women] to talk to [other] women about 
those things.” 

For her part, Turner advises racist women to raise more 
children; to promote jewelery that celebrates their racial 
heritage; and to offer information on self-defence. She 
calls for an all-woman white power rock band and pro- 
poses the creation of a magazine for white women “to 
compete with the Glamours and Mademoiselles ... [a 
magazine] that extols the glory of motherhood, rather 
than offering advice on climbing the corporate ladder ... 
or ‘how to trap a man’ by wearing the right shade of lip- 
stick.” 

The WCOTC and some other women’s groups explicit- 
ly reject the notion that their women’s forums are meant 
to further Aryan romance, like the web’s now defunct 
“Aryan Dating Page”, which was a classified personal sec- 
tion for racists. 

“We are not here to flirt with men or get dates, but to 
conduct ourselves professionally and in a decent, under- 
standing way,” says Turner’s Women’s Frontier page. 


Glass ceiling 

None of this should imply a uniform perspective on the 
part of movement women. While some of these women 
hail the women’s movement — and one even cites the 
example of Che Guevara as a role model - others clearly 
reject non-traditional roles. 

“Indeed,” Blee wrote in 1996 of extremist women, “the 
organising momentum of the racist movement in recent 
years, and its ability to attract substantial numbers of 
women recruits, may reflect its ability to accommodate 
some measure of ideological dissension within its ranks 
even while maintaining a facade of political unity.” 

The current debate about women underscores Blee’s 
point, cutting across a myriad of ideological lines on the 
extreme right. Those involved in the discussion include 
women who worship pre-Christian Norse gods, WCOTC 
members who practice a theology that worships the 
white race, and some who follow various Christian 
denominations. They are neo-nazis, skinheads, 
Klanswomen, and Third Positionists who reject both cap- 
italism and communism. Not only does it cut across 
these lines, this debate could help draw these extremist 
factions closer together. 

But to the women of the World Church of the Creator, 
one thing is clear: the group will permit and encourage 
the involvement of women so long as they remain, at the 
most, second-in-command. 

“IT certainly would not wish to take on the role of 
[leader]!” Lisa Turner promises. “A man is simply geared 
biologically and by nature to take on this most daunting 
of positions,” she says. 

The main focus of women, the single and childless 35- 
year-old maintains, should always be the family. 
“Women bring back into the forefront the all-important 
concept of home, family, motherhood, protecting White 
children ... An articulate woman with great style can 
move mountains in ways that some men can't.” 


21 Searchlight January 2000 


The role of Women in the far right 


Nawal 


ady Jane Birdwood addresses a BNP rally 


of racism, one also finds an idea of traditional 

oles oppressive to women.” [S Griffin in Seidel 
G, The Nature of the Right, 1988, p10.] This rings none so 
true as when applied to the ideology of the British far 
right, which, despite attempts at modernisation in 
recent times, has always consistently reduced women to 
biology, tradition and nature. 

The role of women in the far right is an important one. 
But it is also an area that has been relatively neglected 
when researching the ideology that lies behind various 
fascist groups. Derived from a belief in the recreation of 
the white race, and an extremely rigid gender system 
that inevitably accompanies such notions, anti-femi- 
nism and the attribution of traditional roles for women 
are almost central to the movement. 

The extreme right can often be characterised by the 
use of definitions that seek to justify social inequalities 
in such a way that “the biological rationalises the 
political”. [G Seidel, The Nature of the Right, 1988, p11.] 
And the views espoused by the extreme right on the role 
of women can be seen consistently to be based on biolo- 
gy and nature, in fact, everything but the social and 
political. 


66 A LMOST anywhere that one finds a virulent form 


William Pierce, the hardline US nazi leader, writing in 
Spearhead gives us his view of women: “I have always 
been fond of women ... I have really worshipped femi- 
nine beauty. I have admired and respected women when 
they have served their purpose in the life of our people.” 
[Spearhead February 1998, p18.] What then is a woman's 
“purpose” in the ideology of the extreme right? 


Biology as destiny 

The National Front in the 1970s clearly saw gender roles 
as given biological facts: “What conceivable point could 
there be in eradicating the obvious truth that women are 
weaker than men, that male and female have biological- 
ly based inclinations, the latter to childbirth and moth- 
erhood.” [Spearhead 1976, p3.] Yet despite attempts by 
the “new” British National Party (BNP) to appeal to a 
wider electorate, it has only superficially moved on from 
these premises. 

The BNP has had to make certain concessions to 
women. But we can see little real change in the call for a 
return to traditional roles for women, nor in the advoca- 
cy of a sociobiological basis for such roles. Conceding. 
that a woman can now have a career, the BNP adds, 
“apart from those jobs for which they are clearly biologi- 
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cally unfitted ... demanding resources of which only 
men are capable”. [BNP, Britain Reborn, 1997.] 

In the discourse of the far right, the relationship 
between the sexes is explicated as “complimentary”. 
Thus hierarchies are seen to result not from differences 
in power, but merely from natural differences in ability. 
For the BNP, the role of mother should constitute “the 
pinnacle of female achievement”. 

The issue of abortion has also proved a prominent 
battleground. There exists a real dilemma for the various 
fascist groups between their inherent racist stance and 
the adoption of a virulent anti-abortion stance. Taken to 
its logical conclusion a racist ideology may result in the 
view that abortion is only a problem “when it means the 
killing of normal white babies’, as the BNP has openly 
stated. [Spearhead August 1989, p1l.] However the 
strongly Catholic “third positionist” factions have main- 
tained a hardline stance against abortion under any cir- 
cumstances. Clearly contradictory views exist among 
far-right groups with regard to abortion, however all 
seek direct control over a woman's body and fertility 
through this issue. 

Judging by the rhetoric advanced by the far right it is 
evident that women are little more than a possession. 
Race-mixing is reviled, not only because it is inevitably 
seen as another Jewish conspiracy, but also because “it is 
a visible sign of our defeat and dispossession, a diminu- 
tion of our power and control. Our most treasured prop- 
erty has been seized ... and the comelier the female the 
greater our distress and loss, as beauty carries the high- 
est value.” [Spearhead April 1992, p7.] 

Similarly, feminism is viewed as part of a Jewish con- 
spiracy to divide and destroy the white race. Seen to 
result in the masculinisation of women, the feminisa- 
tion of man, and the “lie” of equality, feminism is the 
“true enemy of womankind”. [Spearhead February 1990, 
p16.) To deny that power and social differentials are 
grounded in nature, as feminism has done, is to destroy 
the very basis upon which the extreme right rests its 
claims, the myth of inherent inequality. 


Feminist fascists? 

In recent times it has become increasingly important for 
the extreme right to mobilise women. Since the mid- 
1990s the BNP has tried not only to recruit more women, 
but also to make those within the movement more 
prominent. Yet active women on the far right have been 
considered a paradox not only for supporting an anti- 
feminist and sexist movement but for being active at all. 
How do women rise up the ranks in a movement that 
asserts traditional roles for the sexes? 

Far-right women have played a variety of roles, but 
more often than not they are consigned to those to 
which they are “naturally” suited. A BNP leaflet states 
that “women are among the best BNP activists, particu- 
larly in the field of canvassing,” most probably because 
they provide an acceptable face of fascism on the streets. 

Despite being politically active, many women in the 
movement still see their main role as the furtherance of 
the white race. As Sharron Edwards, organiser of the 
BNP’s “family days” says, “we have a maternal duty, a 
natural human capacity to nurture and care for our fam- 
ily”. [Spearhead June 1998, p21.] When Edwards urges 
more women to step forward for the BNP she is quick to 
proclaim that she is “not another passenger on the fem- 
inist bandwagon’. 

However not all far-right female activists adopt such 
anti-feminist ideologies without question. When Tina 
Wingfield was elected to the National Directorate of the 
NF she declared: “Female members have been brain- 
washed into thinking that running the NF is a ‘job for the 
boys’.” [Vanguard, December 1989, p4.] There is also a 
small number of women, albeit in a minority, who have 
risen to prominence in the ranks of the far right. 

One such example is Lady Jane Birdwood, who has 
been labelled “the most right-wing person in England” 


and has been prosecuted for distributing antisemitic 
material. Another is Ludmilla Baack, alias Lucy Roberts, 
one of the most prominent members of the nazi purist 
organisation, the League of St George. In Australia 
Pauline Hanson's One Nation party won 23% of the vote 
in the state elections. The majority of active women, 
however, do not occupy leadership positions. 

But the far right has not been immune to the shifting 
gender roles of the late twentieth century. Often cited as 
a response to the male domination that exists within the 
movement, the emergence of all female fascist groups 
marks a new territory for extreme right-wing politics. 
Although women’s groups have always existed as subdi- 
visions of fascist groups, these new groups operate sep- 
arately, and are much more forceful in their rhetoric. The 
most prominent of these groups exist in the USA, partic- 
ularly the Aryan Women’s League (AWL), and the Women 
for Aryan Unity (WAU). One British all-female group, the 
Patriotic Women's League, claims to have formed “after 
seeing how successful the various women’s organisa- 
tions in the USA have been”. 

Despite these groups claiming to have formed as a 
response to the lack of opportunity that exists for 
women within the movement, most would not charac- 
terise themselves either as feminist or as rejecting the 
traditional roles laid out for them by the male dominat- 
ed groups. Though there are exceptions, gender roles 
appear to be extremely rigid. The WAU is both anti-fem- 
inist and anti-abortion: “Feminism is only a wrongful 
excuse for racial murder”. 

Despite being militant in appearance, in content the 
focus is still on the survival of the white race, and the role 
of women in precipitating this. All-female groups that 
culminate in women setting the agenda and ideology of 
the far right tend to be the exception, rather than evi- 
dence of a growing trend. Their existence, however, does 
highlight the increased importance of women’s involve- 
ment in the far right. 

These groups do not shy away from overt racism and 
antisemitism: “The Aryan Women’s League isn’t some 
Jew dyke-we-hate-white-males type of deal. The AWL is 
trying to recruit White racially conscious women to bat- 
tle the Jew/zombie/mutant/degenerate lesbos with 
every weapon available. The Jew/dyke conspiracy 
against the white race has to stop.” 

Whilst it may be argued that these women prioritise 
race over gender, with the struggle to preserve the white 
race resting so fundamentally on a rigid gender system, 
the two issues cannot be separated so clearly. The male 
fascist displays a strong masculinity. Likewise, active 
women are expected to adhere to an overtly traditional 
role. Any deviations from such are merely deemed to be 
aberrations from the norm. When biology is the deter- 
mining factor, little can be done to alter any inequality 
that inevitably stems from its roots. 

What is clear is that these women see themselves as 
white women who have little concern for women of 
other races. Thus feminism, with its “Jewish roots’, is 
deemed to be operating in the name of a cause that is 
antithetical to the interests of fascist women. In this 
instance race and gender clearly work very closely 
together. As one female fascist put it: “the highest role a 
woman has in life is to have children. I’m playing the 
best part I can in the race war because I’m having chil- 
dren. I’m having the future white race.” 

The BNP continues to explicate discourses of nature 
and biology in relation to a woman's role, and accord- 
ingly cannot be defined as anything other than sexist 
and anti-feminist, despite the superficial policy 
changes of recent times. And where biological argu- 
ments disguise and rationalise a political end there can 
be no likelihood of equality, be it in relation to gender, 
race, or class. That neo-fascists attempt to prevent any 
such change of a social nature is surely indicative of the 
true agenda that underlies their “modernised” dis- 
course 


23 Searchlight January 2000 


s 


HEN ONE thinks of a neo-nazi skinhead, one 
WV ines thinks of violence, bigotry, hatred 

and aggression. Nearly all the things we associ- 
ate with skinheads, we also associate with masculinity. 
Particularly, given that this faction of the far right has a 
propensity towards violence, it is immediately assumed 
that, beyond the role of girlfriend, women have no role 
to play in the movement. That women too can be the 
perpetrators of such violence not only has been over- 
looked, but is often dismissed. These women are still 
viewed as anomalies or exceptions in a society that does 
not always accept that they also can propagate such 
beliefs and behaviour. The image of the skinhead is per- 
haps the archetype of crude masculinity, it is seen to lie 
at the pinnacle of male aggression on a street level. 

But as Michelle Lefkowith, director of Communities 
Against Hate in Oregon, USA, explains, “Women are 
becoming more and more attracted to the movement”. 
Recent statistics in the US suggest that the far right has 
across the board seen a 50% increase in women’s 
involvement. But, Michelle adds, “The skinhead scene 
still remains an inherently male dominated one”. 

Michelle's organisation works with young skinheads, 
both racist and anti-racist, in an attempt to combat the 
neo-nazi hate that has been on the increase in the state. 
In her work she has been confronted with a number of 
young women who have been involved in the neo-nazi 
skinhead scene. 

In America, like in Britain, the far right has made a 
conscious effort to recruit more women in order to bring 
a face of respectability to the movement and to broaden 
the appeal: “Nazis strategically think that bringing 
women into the nazi scene will change the overt face of 
a nazi group”. 

In 1996, Michelle appeared on an American talk show 
in a feature on the neo-nazi movement in America. One 
panel was made up solely of female recruits. To Michelle, 
it was very clear that the far right was attempting to dis- 
play a calmer, kinder face. “Women change the whole 
face of the movement, nazis realise that”. But this too is 
evidence of the sexist attitudes that remain entrenched 
within the movement. Women are seen to present the 
face of maternal nurturing, of family and of kinship. In 
essence, their biology dictates the roles they are to rep- 
resent, roles that are seen to stem from “nature”. 

“We are seeing a strange reversal of the roles that were 
previously circumscribed for men and women within 
the movement. Men, who previously were the only iden- 
tifiable face of the neo-nazi culture are now pushing 
women to the forefront, whilst they stay more in the 
background.” But this is not evidence of a move towards 
equality, but a move towards necessity as they realise 
that they must broaden their appeal. While the trend of 
women’s involvement continues to grow, this does not 


reflect an acceptance of the rise of feminist ideologies 
since the late 1970s. As Michelle adds, “If they are femi- 
nists, they are only feminists in a very misconstrued way. 
It is a very rare skinhead woman that would step forward 
and claim to be a feminist.” 

That women have shifted to the forefront of the move- 
ment is more a strategic move than anything else. One 
young neo-nazi woman who appeared on the chat show 
was full of rhetoric: “I’m not a hater. I’m just a racial sep- 
aratist.” Yet behind this friendly face of fascism was her 
boyfriend, a known violent neo-nazi and head of the 
extremist Resistance Records. 

There are women in the movement who do partici- 
pate in violence. Indeed some of those whom Michelle 
has met have revelled in it. Seeing it as a way to win the 
respect of the men, some have even competed with each 
other on this score. “It is a subtle competition, who is the 
stronger woman.” But yet again this means that the men 
are setting the agenda. In the skinhead movement, 
“Aggressive women are respected, that’s a transforma- 
tive thing that’s going on now, everyone has to fight and 
die for the cause.” 

But the violence that is inherent to the movement has 
also proved to be one of the biggest problems for the 
women who get involved. They are forced to reconcile 
the violence they are faced with on a day to day basis 
and, up until then, might not fully have appreciated the 
reality of it. 

One particular woman whom Michelle has worked 
with was Jessica, who came from a working class back- 
ground, a broken family, and was a runaway on the 
streets. “She fits the stereotype of the young skinhead 
woman. Her reasons for joining were not ideological or 
political, but were for survival. The group offered her 
protection.” 

Jessica finally left the movement following a brutal 
attack carried out by the skinhead gang on a group of 
Latinos with an ice pick. “The reality hit her hard. It truly 
brought home what she had got herself into.” 

Whilst witnessing violence against others inevitably 
forced Jessica to take a closer look at her associations 
with the group, a more defining moment was when she 
herself became the victim of violence at the hands of the 
group. Jessica was raped by one of the neo-nazis in the 
movement and that “led her to question what it was all 
about, what the relation of men to women was in the 
group, and just what the hell am I doing”. 

The message given out by men on the far right is that 
“our” women are at risk. Women are to be protected 
from the sexual and physical violence that they are faced 
with from the “other”, that is, the “immigrant”. There is a 
constant need for men in the movement to “protect” 
their women from violence. Yet it is violence that very 
much defines these movements. How do the women in 
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these groups then reconcile this paradox — they are seen 
to need protection from “outside” violence, while at the 


same time they are often faced with greater violence © 


from within? 

Others, like Jenny, also left the movement because of 
violence. “Once she had a child she decided that she had 
to get out of a violent culture that often surrounded 
itself with drugs and guns.” 

It is a commonly held assumption that women join 


the movement either through a boyfriend or through an | 
attraction to the macho image of the skinhead. While _ 


this in itself is a sexist conjecture, in the skinhead move- 
ment it has been shown to hold some weight. Most of 
the women with whom Michelle has come into contact 
are not drawn to the skinhead movement for ideological 


reasons. They have not been drawn into the movement _ 
by a belief in the existence of a worldwide Jewish con- | 
spiracy, but often, says Michelle, they are attracted to | 


the skinhead male because he is the “personification of 


the all protective man who is prepared to battle for his | 


women’. 

“The ‘girls’ come from a sexist society and culture; a 
society that socially constructs the way that these ‘girls’ 
behave, and they therefore see the need for macho men 
to protect them from the ‘outside’.” Jessica was attempt- 


ing to escape a violent background and so, says Q 


Michelle, it is ironic that she went to a violent movement 
to do this. 


But once she was embedded in the movement, Jessica | 


was the first to admit she felt a sense of power through 
it. “It gave her a sense of pride to walk down the street 
with burly, macho guys. It was powerful, it gave her a 
real sense of power.” 

This is where the attraction of the far right may lie for 


some women. Many of the women in the skinhead |” 


movement come from poor backgrounds, and as work- 
ing class women they are disempowered in many 
aspects of their life. Yet through the far right they are 
offered membership to a group that empowers them in 
other respects, particularly in relation to race. The far 
right reduces women to biology, but ironically this can 


also be seen as a source of empowerment to a white | 


working class woman. Her specific reproductive role is 
valued beyond anything else. She may then feel that her 
status is raised through a positive identification with 
whiteness, making solidarity with other women impos- 
sible. “The women do feel united as women, but obvi- 
ously only as white women. There is a kind of cama- 


raderie. They have the same uniform, it feeds into the | 


sense of community. 


“The movement scapegoats everyone else, but not | 


them, and it may be one of the first times that have been 
accepted in their lives, it gives them a small fragment of 
power in their lives.” 

But still, says Michelle, “the men don't take the 
women seriously. Women are delegated to, and they are 
still relegated, though there are some women that stand 
side by side with the men on the streets.” The women 
seem to develop the community aspect, particularly on 


the web where Michelle sees the greatest number of | 
opportunities that are opening up for women in the | 


movement. 


For Michelle it is important not to dismiss the role of | 


the women. “We cannot minimise their participation. 
The men may be carrying out the violence, but it is the 
women that are spreading the word.” In the words of 
Kathleen Blee, women are “the poison squad”. 

It is clear that women have an increasing role to play 
in the skinhead scene. But while they are much more 
visible, they are still faced with the male domination, 
sexist attitudes and violence that leave them at the 


bottom of the far right’s hierarchy. Women in the | 


movement find themselves in an environment that is at 


best ambivalent and at worst openly hostile to their | 


presence. 
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identity and there are no embarrassing silences 

followed by an inability to answer, as was dis- 
played by the bemused-looking BNP member, Sharron 
Edwards, when faced with the same question on a BBC 
documentary. His response is concise: “I am a member 
of the human race, I belong to the human family. 
Secondly, I am a Jamaican, because that’s where I was 
born and socialised into Jamaican culture. Thirdly, | am 
British, I’ve been living here for 30 odd years. That’s how 
I see my identity.” 

Ask him about the factors that have contributed to his 
identity and, although time does not allow him to go into 
detail, his response is as rhythmical as the poetic artistry 
for which he has become renowned: 

“We're talking about 400 years of history. 

We're talking about slavery. 

We're talking about colonialism. 

We're talking about the movement of labour. 

We're talking about a lot of things.” 

Mention the name Linton Kwesi Johnson to anyone 
old enough to remember when the Anti Nazi League was 
Rock against Racism, when stop and search laws were 
called sus and when the urban unrest of the early 1980s 
gripped the nation, the response is nearly always the 
same: “Oh yes, of course I remember.” And off they go 
into a rendition of their favourite LKJ track, obligatory 
Jamaican patois and all. 

In 1963, aged 11, Johnson came to Britain to join his 
mother. Although he had been a scholarship student in 
his native Jamaica, he was downgraded to the lower 
stream of Tulse Hill School. The need to find a positive 
outlet for his growing dissatisfaction was met when in 
the late 1960s he joined the Black Panther movement: “I 
was still at school and became active in the youth sec- 
tion of the Panthers. It was the only organisation around 
that was addressing the issues that I felt strongly about 
as a youth growing up in England”. 

To Johnson it signified a time of awakening and 
awareness both for him and for his generation. “It was in 
the post Martin Luther King period, you had the 
Panthers in America, Malcolm X and all of that. It was an 
inspiration.” 

It provided him with his first exposure to black litera- 
ture, to the writings of W E B Dubois, Richard Wright and 
James Baldwin. He became immersed in history and 
politics. Moreover, it was here that he first acquainted 
himself with poetry. “I discovered poetry as a conse- 
quence of being involved in the Panthers. I felt very 
strongly about what I was experiencing as a youth grow- 
ing up in England and wanted to do something about it. 
The Panthers was the organisation that I felt I could con- 
tribute something towards.” 

Johnson drew on his emerging talent by organising a 
poetry workshop alongside Rasta Love, a group of young 
poets and drummers involved in the group. 

His first collection of poetry, Voices of the Living and 
the Dead, appeared in the early 1970s in the publication 
Race Today, which at that time was the journal of the 
Institute of Race Relations. To Johnson the publication 
took on a different purpose: “I became involved in the 
‘old’ Race Today. Race Today became something quite 
different. It used to be the journal of the Institute of Race 
Relations. We hijacked it and brought it to Brixton and 
built a political collective around it.” Johnson became its 
poetry editor, publishing his third book, Inglan is a 
Bitch, with the collective in 1980. 

During the 1970s Johnson came into his own, estab- 
lishing himself as a brooding bard reflecting the bitter- 
sweet realism of disaffected youth. In 1975 his second 
collections of works, Dread Beat and Blood, was pub- 
lished by Bogle-L Ouverture. 

He became the writer in residence for the borough of 
Lambeth in 1977, for which he earned the nickname 
around Brixton of “poet”. The album Forces of Victory 
was released in 1979. Addressing salient themes of 
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police oppression, black self-organisation and fascist 
counter-attack, the album was a classic epitome for the 
times. One of its tracks, “Fite Dem Back’, which Johnson 
devised as a “punky style, reggae ska” number, came at a 
time of a marked increase in fascist and racist attacks 
about which he wanted to make a statement. “I wanted 
to say something about the rise in racism and fascist 
attacks and the fact that blacks were not intimidated or 
cowered by it and that we had a strong resolve to fight 
back. If in our view the police state was not prepared to 
protect us as taxpayers and ratepayers, then we would 
do our own protecting.” 

The need for black self-organisation is a view that 
Johnson has always maintained and one that he articu- 
lated in the reggae poem from the same album, 
“Independent Intavenshan’. He explains the situation as 
he saw it: “In the seventies, sections of the white left in 
this country were trying to exploit the conditions that 
blacks found themselves in and trying to win us over to 
their various ideological positions. They saw us as vic- 
tims. We had an analysis that we were not victims. We 
had a history of struggle and resistance against British 
colonialism, which in a sense was being continued in 
this country. We needed to build independent organisa- 
tions that could carry our struggles, our hopes and our 
aspirations forward.” 

However, Johnson never did see black self-organisa- 
tion as an end in itself. “We did not see ourselves as sep- 
aratists. We felt that, given the particularities of our his- 
torical experience, we needed to organise ourselves 
independently as a force and to build alliances with pro- 
gressive white organisations.” 

Furthermore, he believes it was the establishment of 
this “independent, force” that led to the transformations 
that have had a huge impact on the situation of black 
people in Britain. “As a consequence of the establish- 
ment of an independent radical movement that 
mobilised and organised around the issues that were 
affecting black people from the seventies onwards, there 
have been some changes.” 

Yet he recognises that change has not come without a 
price: “The first watershed was the Black People’s Day of 
Action, when 20,000 people marched in protest at the 
murder [sic] of the 13 children in New Cross.” 

The demonstration, in response to the tragic death of 
13 young black people, who were attending a party in a 
house when fire broke out, and subsequent police han- 
dling of the case, was the largest black-led protest in this 
country. Direct parallels can be drawn between this 
event and events surrounding the Macpherson Report 
on the Stephen Lawrence case, in the way both have 
forced organisations beyond the police to look at the 
type of “institutionalised racism” they may be practising. 

According to Johnson, another gain of the past strug- 
gles has been to open up opportunities for blacks that 
had previously been closed. “Blacks are not so margin- 
alised as they were when I arrived in this country in 
1963. Blacks are more involved in British society, at 
almost every level, in Government, in local government, 
in the professions. Twenty years ago you couldn't speak 
of a black middle class; one can speak of a black middle 
class now.” 

Yet even in those days, he had a few choice lyrics for 
those he termed, in the poem of the same name, “The 
Black Petty Boshwa, (Dem Full a fa)”. 

For 21 years Linton Kwesi Johnson has provided, 
through his unique brand of rebellious lyrics, a series of 
messages and wake-up calls encouraging those who lis- 
ten to be proactive\e while learning the lessons from 
historical events. As we enter the 21st century it was 
interesting to hear what he had to say about the contin- 
uing fight against racism and the extreme right. “We 
have to keep on doing what we have been doing over the 
last how many decades and to strengthen our resolve 
and try to put pressure on the government to do its bit, 
as well as ensuring we have racial equality and social jus- 
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Czech Republic Roma flee terror 
A mob of 30 fascist skinheads attacked 60 Roma people 
holding a private family celebration in Budwar in the 
Czech Republic on 21 November. Six suffered serious 
injuries. Police arrested two of the skinheads the next 
day. 

Two days later, according to the RNN news agency, a 
group of 600 Roma left the country to seek refuge in the 
European Union. Although the wall built around Roma 
homes in Usti was demolished last month after 
international protests, daily racist violence against 
continues to traumatise Roma people. 


Russia Antisemitism taints 
October Revolution march 

The annual commemoration of the October Revolution 
in Moscow was marred by a grotesque display of 
antisemitism, reports Jean Raymond in Russia. Several 
thousand people marched to the Lenin statue at the 
Oktiabreskaia underground station led by Gennadi 
Zuganoyv, leader of the Communist Party of the Russian 
Federation. Nationalist papers and anti-Jewish 
pamphlets were on sale, the most recent attacking 
Moscow’s mayor Yuri Luzhkov. Some marchers carried 
a carnival dragon representing various Russian 
politicians and media personalities, all adorned with 
the Star of David. 


Switzerland Officials helped 
Nazis 

A report on Switzerland’s wartime role by a 
multinational Commission of Experts says that Swiss 
officials “helped the Nazi regime to achieve its goals” by 
denying tens of thousands of Jews refuge from 
persecution and murder. 

The report documents Switzerland’s “ingrained” 
prewar discrimination against Jews - their passports 
were stamped with a “J” -and complements the findings 
of an earlier inquiry which exposed the country’s cosy 
economic relationship with Nazi Germany. 


Germany Life for nazi killer 

Kai Diesner’s life sentence for the attempted murder of a 
socialist bookshop manager in Berlin in February 1997 
was confirmed in December by a Liibeck court. 
Sentence was passed in his absence after Diesner, 26, 
had violently disrupted earlier hearings. 

Diesner went on the run and, when stopped by a 
police patrol, opened fire at close range on two officers, 
killing one and seriously wounding the other. Before 
running amok, Diesner had been prominent in 
gathering information on anti-fascists in Berlin. 
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Germany 
A leading German football club, VfB Stuttgart, has 
sacked midfielder Thorsten Legat for racially insulting 
a black fellow player by scrawling racist abuse on a 
poster of him in the dressing room. 

The move follows efforts by Italian clubs and the 
French club Paris St Germain to root out racism among 
fans. The Paris club has issued its strongest warning yet 
to fascist fans and is drawing up tough measures to 
deal with them. 

Glasgow Rangers captain Lorenzo Amoruso has been 
castigated for calling Borussia Dortmund’s Nigerian 
striker, Victor Ikpeba, a “black bastard” during a UEFA 
Cup match. Fraser Wishart, of the Scottish PFA, said: 
“Players like Amoruso are icons for young kids and 
racial comments send out all the wrong signals”. 
Amoruso has since apologised unreservedly to Ikpeba 
and has denied that he is a racist. 


German police seized a large quantity of bomb-making 
equipment, including chemicals, timers, batteries, steel 
pipes and detonators, in a swoop on the homes of a 
number of nazis in G6ttingen in Lower Saxony on 29 
November. 

Four men, believed to be linked with the nazi thug and 
would-be terrorist Thorsten Heise, were arrested in the 
raids but later released. A police investigation has been 
opened against the four who are now suspected of 
having “built a terrorist association’. 

Police have released no information about the scope 
or targets of the terrorist actions planned by the group. 
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BELGIUM 


Hate seth Lekeeeruren 


WIM ELBERS, a member of the right-wing extremist 
Vlaams Blok (VB), has been charged with spreading race 
hate propaganda via Internet news groups. If Elbers, a 
forensic officer for the Brussels police, is convicted in 
this unprecedented case, he could face a six-month sus- 
pended jail sentence and instant dismissal from his job. 

Two years ago the Government's anti-racist institute 
reported Elbers to the Brussels public prosecutor after 
its legal department took the view that his e-mail mes- 
sages infringed anti-racism laws. 

Elbers, convicted five years ago for assaulting a dis- 
abled person during an interrogation at his office, 
repeatedly described the case as a “political trial” in 
court on 16 November. Contesting the court’s compe- 
tence, he claimed that the e-mail messages were posted 
before the law was extended recently to include written 
racist material. 

Elbers denied writing all the e-mails despite the fact 
that all the documents were drawn up in the same style, 
with identical choice of words and the same grammati- 
cal errors. All the documents documents bore his signa- 
ture. He admitted responsibility for only one message, 
in which he insulted the Moroccan community in 
Belgium and the former Moroccan king, Hassan II. 

The Government's lawyer, Luc Walleyn, said there was 
no doubt that Elbers, whom he described as obsessed 
with hatred for the Moroccan minority and Muslims in 
general, was responsible for all the racist messages 
attributed to him and demanded a fine of at least £1,600. 

This is not the first time that racist material by Elbers 
has come to public attention. Eleven years ago, he and 
his brother Jef, a singer-songwriter known for his 
nationalist repertoire, edited a racist pamphlet in which 
members of ethnic minority groups were variously 
termed “wogs’, “monkeys” and “camel-drivers”. 

At that time the VB promised to kick out the brothers 
for publishing a pamphlet without party approval, but 
never did. On the contrary, six years later Wim Elbers 
headed the VB’s candidates’ list for the 1994 municipal 
elections in Brussels. He was elected but was unable to 
take his seat. 

Meanwhile, the Flemish Anti-Fascist Front (AFF) 
recently celebrated its 25th anniversary in Antwerp. The 
AFF has fought racism, fascism and other forms of intol- 
erance and social exclusion in Belgium, particularly in 
Antwerp, more than once managing to sabotage the 
public activities of local right-wing extremist groups. 
The group publishes its own magazine Verzet 
(Resistance) six times a year. 

However the AFF recognises that it has not been able 
prevent the growth of the far right. The VB is more pow- 
erful than ever and the prospects for the October 2000 
municipal elections look gloomy, especially in Antwerp 
where the ultra-nationalist party has dominated the 
political scene since 1994. 


Electoral wry ged on ne — 
es rom Pie 


FRANCE’S FASCISTS took a severe beating in a parlia- 
mentary by-election in Paris on 28 November. Both Jean- 
Marie le Pen’s Front National (FN) and Bruno Mégret’s 
Mouvement National Républicain (MNR) contested the 
election, called when the sitting Socialist MP resigned his 
seat. The by-election was a major test for the two parties 
that emerged from the split in the FN a year ago. 

The election also provided a snapshot of their current 
strength compared to Charles Millon’s Liberal Christian 
Right, which before the split wanted an electoral pact 
with the FN in the Rhéne-Alpes region, and the anti- 
immigrant Rassemblement pour la France (RPF), led by 
the former Interior Minister Charles Pasqua. 

Scratching around for racist votes were two new par- 
ties, France for the French, led by Louis Girard, and the 
Parti National-Socialiste, which subsequently changed 
its name to Front Socialiste, led by Frédérik Billot. 

The FN and MNR opted for different strategies 
because their programmes - anti-immigration, law and 
order and tax cuts — were indistinguishable. 

On 21 November, 20 FN activists and 60 MNR activists 
stood side by side leafleting a street market. When a 
small group of anti-fascists arrived to oppose them, the 
FN activists disappeared behind a police cordon while 
the MNR campaigners produced tear-gas bombs and 
iron bars and attacked the anti-fascists with consider- 
able ferocity. A distress rocket fired directly at the anti- 
fascists missed, damaging market stalls. 

The following week, young MNR members armed with 
chains ambushed and attacked anti-fascists. Despite the 
violence, Martine Lehideux, an FN candidate and Le Pen 
loyalist, accused anti-fascists of “insulting behaviour and 
physical aggression’. 

Lehideux’s allegations summed up the parties’ differ- 
ent styles. The FN depicts itself as an innocent victim 
while the MNR floods the streets with thugs distributing 
“anti-drugs” leaflets to the music of the nationalist band 
“In Memoriam’. 

Mégret’s policy is schizophrenic. He still pretends to 
be looking for allies on the traditional right, yet is leaning 
increasingly on the most radical and violent elements of 
the extreme right. Some, more respectable, MNR mem- 
bers have deserted Mégret to join Pasqua or even drifted 
back to the mainstream right. 

The crisis in both parties can only deepen, as the by- 
election result shows. The FEN took just over 1,000 votes — 
5.19% — compared with the 13% it won in the same con- 
stituency in 1997. The MNR’s result was worse: only 259 
votes (1.24%), fewer even than the phantom France for 
the French party, which polled 459 votes. 

The real winner on the racist right was the RPE with 
11.53%. Its candidate Jean-Louis Arajol, a policeman 
largely trawled for far-right votes. The RPF’s progress - it 
won almost 14% in the Euro-elections — is all the more 
dangerous because it is happening imperceptibly. 
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DVU targets youth project 
From Tammy Wild in 


FASCISTS IN Brandenburg’s state parliament have 
launched a vicious witch-hunt against an anti-fascist 
youth project. 

After kicking their heels since being elected last sum- 
mer, the Deutsche Volksunion (DVU) group in the par- 
liament has now found a live campaigning issue in an 
alternative youth, cultural and housing project, 1260 
Horte e.V, in the small east German town of Strausberg. 

The town, which has 27,000 inhabitants, is the home 
of the DVU Brandenburg leaders, Liane and Axel 
Hesselberth, who run a shooting range there. DVU 
leader Michael Claus lives in nearby Petershagen. 

The Horte youth project represents everything the 
DVU hates. It is a meeting place for anti-fascist young- 
sters from Strausberg and the surrounding rural district. 
It stages regular rock concerts and its anti-racist and 
internationalist meetings attract a broad spectrum of 
young people from non-fascist youth subcultures. The 
Horte centre includes accommodation and workshops. 

In recent months, the youngsters have conducted very 
good media work, coordinated support for the victims of 
the everyday racist violence in Brandenburg and 
opposed the DVU and the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) during the elections. 

This is not unnoticed by the nazis who roam small 
towns like Strausberg. A year ago, a gang of 15 nazis, 
armed with baseball bats, invaded the centre's cafe and 
tried to terrorise people there. They did not succeed. 

Where the hardcore nazis failed, the DVU has moved 
in in a bid to get the centre closed down. At the end of 
November, Claus tabled a parliamentary question to 
Brandenburg’s Christian Democrat Interior Minister, the 
former general Jérg Sch6nbohm, asking him what the 
authorities were doing “to minimise the threat of left- 
wing extremist violence emanating from the centre’. 

Schénbohm, who has a fixation about the threat 
posed by the left in Brandenburg, went to great lengths 
to assure the DVU that, “everything is being done 
through surveillance and information gathering to pre- 
vent such dangers arising”. An opposition member of 
the parliament afterwards described Schénbohm’s obse- 
quious performance as “unspeakable”. 

Claus’s question was merely the opening salvo in the 


DVU’s campaign. Since then, the DVU has put down 21 
longer questions which, under parliamentary rules, are 
supposed to be answered within six months in the 
course of a parliamentary debate. 

The questions vividly illustrate the DVU’s fascist out- 
look. Question 20 asks “how many of the youth project’s 
regular clientéle have been infected with Aids, hepatitis 
A, B or C and other serious illnesses during the period 
from 1995 to 1999”. Other questions concern the sup- 
posed use of drugs on the premises, previous convic- 
tions of the centre's clientéle and management, and the 
project’s funding. 

Kerstin Kaiser-Nitsch, a member of the Brandenburg 
parliament living in Strausberg, has described the DVU’s 
campaign as “an attempt socially to exclude and crimi- 
nalise young people who are active against the right” 
and has demanded that the state government leave the 
DVU’s questions unanswered. 

Anti-fascists in Brandenburg believe the DVU’s strate- 
gy of attacking anti-fascists stems from active coopera- 
tion with members of the NPD, for example Matthias 
Obst, who stood as an NPD candidate and has been 
active on this front. 

Meanwhile, at the Horte project nobody is intimidat- 
ed by the fascists’ political offensive and, somewhat 
ironically, the centre has just received funding from the 
state budget. Thanks to its persistent youth work, the 
centre has gained a good reputation, even in Strausberg, 
which is more usually noted for nazi activities. Neither 
the DVU nor Sch6nbohm can impair this recognition. 

Nevertheless, there is a danger that in Brandenburg, 
where non-right-wing youth cultural work has already 
been heavily marginalised, Schénbohm will use the 
DVU’s campaign as a hook on which to obstruct the 
Horte project and others like it. 

The Interior Minister has already distinguished him- 
self with right-wing outbursts in last summer's election, 
giving an interview to the fascist paper Junge Freiheit 
and visiting a notoriously right-wing youth club in 
Cottbus, where he told his extremist audience that his 
party was “for the deportation of criminal foreigners”. 


Nazi slave labour victims get 
£3.3 billion 
By Helmut Schroder in Bonn 


Germany has agreed to pay £3.3 billion compensation to 
the estimated 1.5 million surviving wartime slave 
labourers of the Nazis. The settlement came after sever- 
al months of deadlock in talks between the German gov- 
ernment and lawyers representing the Nazis’ victims. 

Earlier this year, well known companies such as 
DaimlerChrysler, the Deutsche Bank, Krupp and 
Volkswagen established the German _ Industry 
Foundation, which was also negotiating with the 
German government. But these companies, fewer than 
50 altogether, represent only 2% of the thousands of 
German enterprises that eagerly used slave labour to 
amass colossal wartime profits. 

In November, Neues Deutschland published a list of 
over 2,500 German businesses directly involved in the 
Nazi exploitation of slave labour, a term which which 
both the German Industry Foundation and the German 
government avoid in favour of “forced labour”. 

The Social-Democratic-Green coalition has consis- 
tently defended German industry against the demands 
of former slave labourers, on the grounds that industry 
had always “met its responsibilities”. In November 1998, 
Schréder declared: “We will take our businesses under 
our wing, both at home and abroad”. A few weeks later 
he said he saw “no basis” for compensation claims by. 
former Polish slave labourers. 

At the public inauguration of the German Industry 
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Foundation last February, Schréder insisted that 
“knocking the bottom out of campaigns against 
Germany’s reputation and economy” would remain a 
priority. 

How far this protection of German firms goes was 
illustrated by the German television programme 
Monitor. In a class action filed with a US court in New 
Jersey, Jewish victims lodged a claim for damages 
against Degussa AG which plundered jewellery and gold 
fillings from victims of the Holocaust in extermination 
camps and ghettos and made massive profits. 

The US law firm instructed by the German Foreign 
Office offered a novel interpretation of history with the 
claim that: “Industry was forced to fulfil aims set out 
for the production of materials for the war economy. 
The more important a company’s activities were, in 
order to conduct the war and implement the plans of 
the Nazis, the more difficult it was to circumvent the 
demands of the state. This applies especially to the 
former Degussa, which had a monopoly in refining 
precious metals.” 

In the programme, the noted German historian Hans 
Mommsen demolished this attempt to excuse Degussa’s 
gruesome activities. Far from “being forced”, Mommsen 
showed Degussa had persistently and tenaciously 
sought to obtain commissions and contracts from the 
Nazi state. 

Monitor reported: “[In] the ghetto in Lodz, which the 
Germans called ‘Litzmannstadt’... between 1940 and 
1943, 43,000 people died from sickness and hunger. Jews 
were forced to surrender all their personal property, jew- 
ellery, gold and silver to the economic administration of 
the ghetto. 

“Degussa’s Berlin office, located at Franzésische 
Strasse 33, canvassed intensively for the contract to han- 
dle the gold and silver. This is proven by the correspon- 
dence between Degussa and the Nazi administration of 
the ghetto. 

“On 10 October 1940, Degussa’s Berlin branch wrote 
to the ghetto administration: ‘We thank you for your let- 
ter of 4 October and are pleased to note your intention 
to transfer to us the gold and silver which are ready for 
delivery ... If necessary, we are prepared, after receipt of 
the consignment here, to transfer an advance payment 
for the goods. Heil Hitler!’ 

“Eighteen days later, Degussa sent a further letter to 
the ghetto administration: ‘Unfortunately up to today 
we have received no further comments from you on 
your offer of 4 October concerning the disposal of gold 
and silver of Jewish origin.’ 

“Degussa persisted in its efforts to get the contract to 
melt down stolen gold and silver and on 3 December 
1940 wrote again: ‘You can be assured that our comple- 
tion of the job will be in every way advantageous to you 
and it would please us to receive a positive decision 
from you soon.” 

Monitor summed up: “Degussa’s touting was success- 
ful. It got the Litzmannstadt ghetto contract.” 

Despite this evidence, the government wrote to the 
New Jersey court: “The federal government of Germany 
respectfully begs the court to dismiss the action.” The 
plea succeeded. 

In answer to a parliamentary question from the Party 
of Democratic Socialism, the German Foreign Office 
admitted that Degussa had approached the government 
“to see whether there was any possibility of support”. 
Two years ago, the German government had similarly 
intervened on behalf of the insurance giant Allianz AG 
and in 1999 on behalf of the Deutsche Bank in cases 
brought before US courts. 

Michel Friedman, a member of the Central Council of 
German Jews, has accused the government of “pushing 
aside Nazi policy”. Bitterly criticising Schréder’s state- 
ments, Friedman said::“It is incomprehensible that 
companies that have profited from slave labour can 
continue to hide’. 


RUSSIA 


St Petersburg activists sue TV 
programme 


THE ST PETERSBURG human rights organisation 
Citizens’ Watch is suing the local television 
company, Petersburg, because of the increasingly 
racist content of one of its programmes. 

Two programmes in the Event series broadcast 
in August revealed the supposed results of 
telephone polls in which St Petersburg residents 
were asked: “Is ethnic cleansing necessary in St 
Petersburg?” and “If pogroms happened in St. 
Petersburg, would you participate in them or 
defend the victims?” 

The programme claimed more than 70% of 
respondents “were sure that ethnic cleansing is 
necessary” and the city was actually waiting for 
pogroms and keen to participate actively in them. 

A protest letter, signed by many prominent 
people in the city, declared that even if this poll 
really had been conducted, its results were bogus 
because elections and highly professional opinion 
research have consistently shown St Petersburg 
to be more democratic and enlightened than other 
Russian cities. Human rights activists are 
convinced that the programme was made not to 
establish whether ethnic hatred exists but to 
provoke it. 

This is not the television company’s first brush 
with scandal. Two years ago, Anatoly Sobchak, the 
former governor of St Petersburg, appointed the 
Russian nationalist journalist Alexander Nevsorov 
as his adviser on media issues. Since then, the 
output of programmes on nationalist themes has 
grown steadily. 

More shocking was the appointment of Evgeni 
Lukin as head of news programmes at Petersburg. 
Lukin, former chief of the St Petersburg press 
centre of the FSB - the successor to the KGB - 
wrote an antisemitic book titled There is no blood 
on the executioners, in 1996. The book contends 
that the crimes of the NKVD secret police during 
the Stalin period were committed by Jews 
avenging themselves on the Russian population. 

Although 38% of the company belongs to the 
city administration and a further 13% to the 
regional authorities, it is not publicly accountable. 
Criticism of the city government is prohibited and 
independent-minded journalists have been fired. 

On 9 November, anti-fascists staged a picket on 
St Petersburg’s famous Nevsky Prospect to 
Oppose growing racism and fascism. The focal 
point was a protest against so-called “anti- 
terrorist” measures and discrimination against 
people of “Caucasian appearance” and “Caucasian 
nationality”. These terms are typical racist 
Russian media clichés. 

A Petersburg journalist covering the 
demonstration insisted in his televised report that 
Caucasians “live much better in our city than 
Russians” and blamed anti-fascists for refusing to 
debate with skinheads and members of the fascist 
National-Bolshevik Party, who turned up to disrupt 
the picket but were driven off. 
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Media target nazis 


A LEADING neo-nazi has joined three others in the 
police cells for involvement in the murder of a trade 
unionist. Robert Vesterlund, an editor of the counter 
anti-fascist magazine Info-14, was reportedly armed 
with a pistol when he was arrested on 30 November. 

Swedish society — trade unions, schools and media — is 
starting to react strongly against a series of nazi outrages 
that took place last year. Swedish and visiting nazis have 
looked upon the Swedish authorities as a soft touch, and 
have carried out murders, armed robberies and violence 
with impunity. Sentences are often laughably short. 

Vesterlund, 23, an associate of the three killers on trial 
for the double police shooting in Malexander last May, 
was arrested on suspicion of instigating the terrorist 
murder of Bj6rn Séderberg in October. Sdderberg, an 
activist in the Syndicalist union SAC, had exposed 
Vesterlund as a nazi, as a result of which Vesterlund was 
expelled from the union and lost his job. 

A few weeks later, S6derberg was shot in the head with 
six bullets. Three young nazis, Hampus Hellekant, Bj6rn 


Lindberg and Jimmy Niklasson, were arrested. Police 
have evidence that they lifted Séderberg’s picture from 
the national passport registry and cased his apartment 
shortly before the killing. 

The investigation of the Séderberg killing has merged 
with the investigation of the June car bombing in 
Stockholm, in which Peter Karlsson, a journalist investi- 
gating the white power nazi music industry, and his 
eight-year-old son were seriously injured. Police have 
discovered e-mails in Hellekant’s computer discussing 
Peter Karlsson in reference to Vesterlund. 

Vesterlund’s arrest came on the day that Sweden’s four 
largest daily newspapers, Aftonbladet, Dagens Nyheter, 
Expressen and Svenska Dagbladet, published the names, 
pictures and backgrounds of 62 of Sweden's worst lead- 
ers, activists and propagandists of race hate and fascist 
terrorism. Previous arrests and sentences for criminal 
activities, links between various activists and organisa- 
tional links were spelt out alongside each name. 
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Ethical guidelines controversy 

Sweden's strict media rules generally discourage this 
kind of publication. Par-Arne Jigenius, Sweden’s press 
Ombudsman and ethical guidelines watchdog said: “I 
am doubtful of this kind of media stunt ... This list 
includes very young individuals who have not been 
sentenced for serious crimes. One can ask if it is rea- 
sonable to identify these individuals as a threat against 
society.” 

Stieg Larsson, a freelance journalist working with 
Searchlight sister magazine Expo, defended the action: 
“Certainly this is a breach of the ethical guidelines, but 
for a very good reason. Journalists have been bombed 
and shot at during this year, not to mention the 
avalanche of death threats and harassment phone calls, 
targeting almost any reporter writing the ‘wrong’ story. 
... This should be viewed as democratic society’s way of 
fighting back if, maybe, with unparliamentary means.” 
Reaction from the public, as well as police officers, 
lawyers, officials and politicians, was very positive. 
Anders Gerdin, a chief editor of Aftonbladet, said: “I am 
almost shell-shocked by the number of supporting 
letters and telephone calls we have received. We have 
never ever experienced anything even remotely similar 
to the support now being voiced by the Swedish 
people.” 

Malm6’s city chief prosecutor, Sven Alhem, said he 
“admired the publication” while Liberal Party MP Siw 
Persson, known for her ardent campaigning against 
organised crime and biker gangs, said she was “terribly 
pleased”. Prime Minister G6ran Persson thanked the 
media for a job “well done”. 

Trade unions were quick to take action. Anders 
Arleskog, a co-leader of the National Socialist Front, 
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was expelled from the Metal Workers’ Union and lost his 
job. Filip Jelder, a member of the shop workers’ union 
and a Nordland associate, was about to be appointed 
manager of an off-licence in the state-owned 
Systembolaget chain. He was dismissed. Jonas Persson, 
a nazi leader in Orebro, was kicked out of the same 
union a week after the exposé. 

The date chosen for publication was the day when 
Sweden's nazis traditionally parade in honour of the 18th 
century warrior king Karl XII, who has become a hero for 
racist groups. Why they have chosen to celebrate him 
remains a bit of a mystery: Karl XII was known for his 
admiration of oriental influences and was the first 
Swedish monarch to grant civil rights to Jews. 

This time, anti-fascists reclaimed the streets, making 
30 November a day of anti-racist rallies all over Sweden. 
Boosted by the newspaper story, ordinary citizens who 
do not usually participate in rallies joined the ranks of 
anti-racist veterans on the streets. 

“Finally, the enemy has a face,” one elderly women 
told a reporter in Nybro, where a quarter of the popula- 
tion marched to the main square. Nybro is the centre of 
operations for Svea SA, which has embarked upon a ter- 
ror campaign against anti-racists. Stig Davidsson, a local 
politician, has received death threats and Linus 
Ljunggren, a young anti-racist, was severely beaten. 

In Gavle, recently the scene of a nazi bomb attack 
against the local Syndicalist trade union, 550 citizens 
took to the streets in biting cold. In Helsingborg, a key 
centre of Combat 18 and Blood and Honour activities, 
more than 3,000 school students marched. The initiative 
came after students at one school researched the local 
nazi scene for a project. The student initiative echoed a 
similar rally in Karlskrona two weeks earlier. 
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Searchlight on the States 
Waking the WTO up in Seattle 


EATTLE: city of contrasts. Surrounded by the crys- 

talline beauty of the Cascades Mountains and Puget 

Sound, its big-city traffic jams are among the coun- 
try’s worst. High-achieving cybertech middle-aged mil- 
lionaires sip coffee, served by Generation Y low-wage 
slackers. And when the World Trade Organisation’s 
trademeisters met behind closed doors to set a new agen- 
da for more free trade, over 50,000 protesters in the 
streets set the agenda instead. 

This global mélange of trade unionists, farmers, envi- 
ronmentalists and radicals wanted to stop the transna- 
tional huckstering before it went any further. They 
marched in good order, clogged the avenues and shut 
down the proceedings. (Off to the side, a few small bands 
of young people broke windows, but added nothing to 
the politics of the event.) Clinton asked the assembly to 
include labour and the environment on its agenda, but 
the WTO turned him down and adjourned without the 
minimum agreement to issue a closing statement. 

Seattle was an unmitigated defeat for the WTO and a 
tremendous victory for its opponents. What next? 

A prediction: Globalisation will become the number 
one item on the American political agenda. On the left, it 
will subsume domestic issues such as racial discrimina- 
tion, gay rights, domestic violence and abortion rights. 
On the right, neo-conservatives will continue to push for 
open markets and against state control of economic bor- 
ders. For more traditional conservatives, however, immi- 
grant rights and the related discourse on national sover- 
eignty and globalism will wedge out issues such as prayer 
in public schools and guns. Most importantly, a battle 
looms between an internationalist left and a nationalist 
right for hegemony over this issue. 

The left is not without resources here. It provided the 
leadership in the battle of Seattle and will reap the 
rewards of an energised and activated core constituency. 
In the weeks before the assembly, a caravan of activists 
from Bangladesh, Bolivia, Canada, Germany, Israel, 
Nigeria, West Papua and elsewhere held meetings in over 
20 cities — assuring an internationalist perspective in the 
protests. A direct action network drew together single 
issue groups, including those already working on trade 
and international monetary issues. The most remarkable 
new element in the mix, however, was the leadership of 
the trade unions. 

The AFL-CIO participation began with changes 
wrought by federation president John Sweeney's admin- 
istration. Although trade union membership remains 
abominably low, Sweeney’s new emphasis on organising 
has reversed decades of decline. Almost unnoticed in the 
daily press, longshoremen stopped work for two hours in 
west coast ports to express their opposition to the WTO. 
Most importantly, trade unions have formed stable pro- 
gressive coalitions in over 30 states. 


What the left does not have, however, is a credible pres- 
idential candidate to provide a public platform for an 
internationalist critique of globalism next year. The AFL- 
CIO will not jump the Democratic Party, and both poten- 
tial Democratic candidates, including Vice-President Al 
Gore, remain free marketeers. 

Despite its virtual invisibility during the battle of 
Seattle, on the other hand, the nationalist right has a 
ready-made platform in the presidential candidacy of Pat 
Buchanan. He is already a well known opponent of free 
trade. What is less known is that Buchanan's opposition 
to free trade in capital goods is a function of his opposi- 
tion to the free movement of labour. That is, he advocates 
high tariffs on imported manufactures because he 
opposes immigration by people of colour. Buchanan's 
economic nationalism is just one moment in his larger 
culture war. The same holds for the cadre of campaigners 
he will draw from Liberty Lobby, Council of Conservative 
Citizens and the shrinking militia movement. 

If Buchanan had remained in the Republican Party, his 
status would have been reduced to that of a also-ran. 
Buchanan's recent foreign policy book has cemented his 
reputation as an isolationist (with a strong predilection 
for Franco and a studied neutrality towards Hitler). Now 
it is difficult for pundits to take him seriously. 

Buchanan has turned into a formidable proponent of 
anti-New World Order nationalism, however. If he wins 
Ross Perot’s Reform Party nomination, he will gain over 
US$12.5 million (£7.7 million) in federal campaign funds 
and a good chance of winning ballot status in all 50 
states. The punditocracy will be surprised by his ability 
to draw votes, particularly from trade unionists unwilling 
to follow their leaders’ obeisance to the Democratic 
Party. 

He will most certainly not win. In fact, if Buchanan 
draws enough votes from the Christian right and the 
Republican Party, his candidacy may allow a Democrat 
once again to squeak into the White House. But he will 
articulate an ideologically consistent (white) national- 
ism, perhaps even while playing footsie with left-wing 
antisemites from the former New Alliance Party (NAP). 

This will be the flashpoint in the battle for hegemony 
next year. Buchanan will seek to win working people to 
his retrograde nationalism by boldly opposing globalisa- 
tion and the World Trade Organisation. The internation- 
alist left will be stuck with little as a concrete alternative. 
Worse yet, there will be some on the legitimate left (not 
the NAP nuts) who might decide that the alternative is a 
tactical alliance with Buchanan's brigades. Thus the left, 
having nothing so ideologically certain as the white 
nationalism of its opposites, might lose later whatever 
advantage it has won. ; 

The road sign from Seattle reads: Beware! Culture war 
in progress. Proceed with care. 
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EN FASCISM first emerged in the aftermath 
\ / \ | of the First World War, two obsessions were 
to the fore of its concerns. Firstly, it was 

extremely nationalist. In Italy, which had been on the 
winning side of a war that gave it little new territory, 
Mussolini’s movement declared that the nation had 
been robbed of its place in the sun. In Germany, a 
country defeated and forced to cede land to its 
neighbours, National Socialism claimed that the 
Volk had been stabbed in the back by enemies 
within. 

If one characteristic of fascism is its 
hypernationalism, another is its anti- Marxism. 
Both Social Democratic and Communist Parties, it 
declared, sought to divide the nation into warring 
classes, threatening property and undermining 
national unity, and the only answer was to smash 
the Marxist threat. As we have already suggested in 
using the word Volk, some strands of fascism, 
particularly the Nazis, were not only racist but 

antisemitic, linking their belief in racial 
superiority to the claim that 
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